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Indeed, Sue is featured in article with a fellow alumna 
artist, Alice Thomson about their work and life after leaving 
St Mary’s School, Cambridge. Clare Borley is another very 
talented alumna who is also featured in this edition:  
she has established a very successful 
photography company and when  
I married Pierre almost eight years  
ago I was delighted to secure Claire’s 
services to capture the highlights of  
my wedding day!

I do hope that many of you have good 
memories of art lessons at St Mary’s. 
We currently have a thriving Art & 
Photography Department housed in  
No 47 Bateman Street in which the girls 
produce ideas in many media and in  
2 and 3D. Many girls enter portfolios for 
our prestigious art scholarships and this 
year we awarded 2 scholarships in Year 
7, 5 in Year 9 and 5 for our Sixth Form. 
These girls will join the other 18 Art & 
Photography Scholars currently benefitting from art tuition  
in the Senior School. These girls will be displaying their work 
in our Summer GCSE and A Level Exhibitions on 16 June 
2016. Please do come back for these shows.

Under the auspices of the talented and completely 
inspirational Head of Art, Mrs Gillian Clifford, many  
girls continue to take Art at degree level. Last summer 

Phoebe Ward, Katherine Boddy, Abigail Heydon headed off 
for Foundation Courses in Art and Design. Indeed, several of 
our students have been so proficient that they have skipped 
the Art Foundation year altogether, being invited to embark 

on a degree course straight away. Tunya 
Chinipilas is now studying her first year 
in Illustration at Norwich University 
Of The Arts(NUA). Lara Chandler was 
also accepted for direct entry to study 
Photography at NUA but has deferred 
her place for one year to travel.  Our 
recent leavers are generous in coming 
back and sharing stories of their 
subsequent degrees and careers and 
over the last couple of years we have 
welcomed back Odella Yue, Georgie 
Lockwood, Sophie Brown, Tara Lee, 
Sabrina Chien.

We have been producing films to tell  
our story; the first of which appeared  
at the start of the Autumn Term about 

our Art Department and it featured Gill. Please do view  
it via our website: it will give you a wonderful flavour of our 
vibrant centre. We have also continued to enjoy a variety 
of PASS events and I was delighted that one of my sisters, 
Dr Victoria Avery, was able to give a guided tour of the 
Fitzwilliam Museum in her capacity as Keeper, Applied Arts  
at the museum.

Headmistress’  
   welcome and introduction

Charlotte Avery,  
Headmistress

...you might well have  
been apprised of the school’s 
acquisition of 15, Brookside 
(the former Hope Nursing 
home) as our new boarding 
house which will be christened 
Mary Ward House when it  
is formally opened during  
2017 once the extensive 
programme of refurbishment 
has taken place.

Art provides us with narrative, an outlet for emotion, a relaxation technique,  
a moment of creativity or interpretation. I thoroughly enjoy the work of others 
and the talents of Pastonians never ceases to amaze, whether it be charitable 
work, sporting achievement, work in the scientific field or this time the arts.
 
This is echoed by the achievements of girls in the school who continue  
to produce superb artwork for their GCSE and A level examinations. There  
is no question about it, St Mary’s girls are talented! I fondly remember art  
lessons at St Mary’s and the recreation of a Georgia O’Keefe floral painting  

as a 3D, paper-mâché, wire  
creation sprayed fluorescent orange 
with car spray paint, which ended  
up all over the patio – the remnants  
of which my parents are still 
reminded of each year in BBQ 
season. However, what I am truly 
able to reflect upon is the creativity 

that my teachers allowed and enabled me to have – whether through art 
in the form of a drama improvisation, through creating images and objects  
in art lessons or through expressing my thoughts and beliefs and being able 
to question. This creativity provided confidence, ideas and an attic full of 
inquisitive creations and memories. 

It is most wonderful to see the talents of Pastonians, do continue to share your 
good news and talents. Continue to be creative – even if like me your physical 
art extends only as far as your adult colour book! Wishing you all a wonderful 
Easter, and I’m sure you’ll join with me in wishing the very best to all St Mary’s 
girls sitting public examinations in the coming months.

“Women in time will come  
 to do much” 

Art for some is a profession, for others a hobby; 
it is accessible to all; whether to create or 
observe or to merely be in the presence of. 

I would like to thank Sue Rapley, alumna, who has generously 
provided the splendid artwork for the front cover of this Spring Term 
edition of the Pastonian.

On a different but amusing note, 
I would also like to highlight the 
wonderful piece by Phillipa Saunders  
on “Once a St Mary’s girl – always  
a St Mary’s girl!” to tickle your fancy.

Finally, you might well have been 
apprised of the school’s acquisition  
of 15, Brookside (the former Hope 
Nursing home) as our new boarding 
house which will be christened Mary 
Ward House when it is formally  
opened during 2017 once the extensive 
programme of refurbishment has 
taken place. There is an article about 
this very exciting project and we will 
keep you updated about the ambitious 
programme of works in future editions 
of the Pastonian. Information is 
provided in the article about how you  
might wish to contribute to our 
fundraising for boarding and also 
to other schemes including bursary 
provision. Please do consider giving 
generously.

I do hope that you have all enjoyed 
Mothering Sunday, International 
Woman’s Day and a contemplative  
Lent and happy holy Easter.

Please do keep in touch and keep 
sharing your news with us. 

Warmest good wishes,

 
Charlotte Avery

Rachel Gleeson,  
President of  
The Pastonian Association

...I am truly able to reflect 
upon is the creativity that my 
teachers allowed and enabled 
me to have...
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With an intuitive use of colour, Sue 
loves to work in a variety of media, 
predominantly oils and watercolour,  
to express movement, light and 
reflections. Through gestural strokes  
of her palette knife, building layers and 
texture, she creates vivid semi-abstract 
artworks that capture the essence of   
a moment in nature. From windy walks 
through meadows, to watching the  
ebb and flow of the ocean, Sue  
is mesmerised by the sheer energy  
and beauty of the natural landscape.  
To the viewer her paintings convey a 
fusion of vibrant colour with a feeling  
of sensitivity.

From an early age, creativity and the 
arts have always played an important 
role in her life. On leaving St Mary’s 
after A Levels Sue studied at CCAT on 
their one year Art Foundation Course  
in preparation and application for a 
degree course.  
A pivotal period was the time she spent 
studying for her degree in Art & Design 

in Brighton. Following graduation,  
and a well-spent year out exploring 
different continents and cultures in 
Australia and SE Asia, Sue gained 
commercial experience in both London 
and Cambridge in various business 
sectors. These included publishing, 
marketing and recruitment, so it was 
some time later that she returned to  
her artistic roots to develop a career  
as a professional artist. 

On a personal note, Sue has settled 
in the village of Barton, just outside 
Cambridge with her husband and 
daughter, now 16 and studying for her 
A Levels at the Leys School. She has 
remained close friends with a number 
of her contemporaries from school days, 
including Sarah Doggett (nee Palmer),  
Clare Wilson, Fiona Campbell and Alice 
Thomson (nee Godfrey) to name but  
a few!

Sue is a member of Cambridge Open 
Studios, and the Cambridge Creative 
Network. She regularly participates in 
exhibitions and collaborative projects 
with these organisations. Selected 
paintings are available to purchase from 
local galleries in the region, The Darryl 
Nantais Gallery and VK Gallery, and 
also from her on-line shop on Artfinder. 
Her clients include both private and 
corporate collectors.

As well as producing her own  
collections of paintings she works  
on commissioned pieces too.  
For more information please visit 
her website www.suerapley.co.uk.

 

Over the next few months my 
work is featured in exciting new 
exhibitions at both galleries that 
represent me. Limited Edition 
prints of the cover image are 
available to purchase through 
The Darryl Nantais Gallery. 
This July 2016 Cambridge Open 
Studios, I am exhibiting solo for 
the first time from a wonderful 
new contemporary garden studio, 
showing my latest collection  
of artworks.

Alice remembers loving art lessons 
at St Mary’s School, Cambridge and 
particularly italic writing, a special extra 
creative lesson that was included in the 
curriculum. She studied Art Foundation 
at City and Guilds London, followed 
by a three year Illustration Degree at 
Harrow Art College in illustration. She 
was encouraged to fill a sketchbook a 
week wherever she went, drawing being 
the most important element to creative 
solutions. Alice found that sketching 
quickly and capturing a moment was 
her greatest skill, and therefore she 
specialised in Reportage Illustration. 

Alice has since then been freelance and 
combined this with her home life and 
bringing up three children. Alice has 
always been a keen tennis player and 
has represented Cambridgeshire  
at junior and senior level. She was 

senior county singles champion for  
2 years running which is how she met 
her husband, Rupert, who was a county 
rugby and tennis player.

More recently, in 2006, she gained a 
PGCE teaching degree in Art and Design, 
this gave Alice a more solid security for 
art. She had a wonderful experience, 
learning new techniques and meeting 
very creative people. Having taught for 
three years at Bellerbys International 
College, Cambridge, she is now teaching 
adults in groups and teaching privately. 
Her work is in mixed media, such as 
acrylic ink, collage and is quirky and 
lively. Her subject matter is mostly 
Cambridge scenes and her style is 
fresh and spontaneous. She exhibited 
with Cambridge Open Studios for many 
years, and for Byard Arts Summer 
shows. She also sells on commissions 

including portraits and also on 
Artfinder, an online art shop. Her 
recent Illustrations have appeared  
in Cambridge Agenda, Cambridge 
Edition Magazine and Cambridge 
Alumni. She recently illustrated the 
book Cambridge in the Fens by  
Nicholas Chrimes, which is for sale in 
Heffers Book Store and The Fitzwilliam 
Museum, along with illustrated 
Cambridge Umbrellas. You can see  
her work and more about Alice on her 
website www.alicethomson.co.uk.

Sue is a Cambridge based artist, her creative 
practice explores her response to the natural 
landscape drawing inspiration from this  
ever-changing environment. 

Alice is a Cambridge based freelance artist and part-
time art teacher. Teaching and making art  
is a wonderful combination, as it allows time  
to meet others and share ideas and inspiration.

Pastonian Artists

Sue Rapley (Nee Cook)

Alice Thomson (nee Godfrey)

Alice’s next exhibition will be in the month of May where her work will appear in Hot Numbers Cafe,  
Gwyder Street, Cambridge and in July in Byard Art Summer Show. 

 
Shop: www.artfinder.com/sue-rapley

“I mainly excelled at getting away 
with wearing the wrong uniform and 
too much makeup as well as clowning 
around and disrupting lessons!  I’m more 
or less sure all my reports each year said 
‘could do better if she applied herself 
to doing some work’ - so was always 
amazed I managed to get 10 O levels  
in the end. Sue Cook (Rapley) was in  
my year and she was amazing at art  
& brilliant at every other subject.

After gaining an English degree Claire 
jumped in at the deep-end in Bermuda 

as a PA with limited shorthand but fast 
typing.  Following her work overseas 
Claire worked in television production 
in London.  It was here that she built 
up a wide variety of skills working for 
the Walt Disney Company, Buena Vista 
International, Buena Vista Productions, 
Roger Bolton Productions, Wall to Wall  
TV and Windfall Films.

After spending a number of years on 
the production side of a visual industry 
Claire felt it was time to develop her own 
creative abilities and with this goal in  

mind she returned to Cambridge  
and continued to work successfully  
as a freelance photographer for 
advertising, editorial and corporate 
clients as well as private clients, 
musicians and performers.

Claire’s  aim is always to capture the 
personality and essence of the individual 
moment and make each project unique 
for the client.  This leads to much of her 
work being used for PR, marketing and 
multi-media broadcasting.

Claire Borley

Claire was born and raised in Cambridge and is the 
middle generation in her family to attend St Mary’s 
School, Cambridge.
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We have now announced our intention to raise £750,000 to help 
towards the cost of these very exciting developments which will 
enable all our girls to participate in a wide variety of sports using 
our very own facilities.

Our school’s strength is that we can promote a broad range 
of sports in a non-gender influenced environment, where all 
girls can have a go without fear of being judged by traditional 
stereotyping. We believe that our school should pave the way  
for change, ensuring that girls, through sport, gain the life skills 
and belief to reach their potential, be it in sport, or in other 
aspects of life. 

Our plans for the development of our sports ground at Long 
Road to include: an AstroTurf for hockey, an AstroTurf for rugby 
and football, new netball and tennis courts, athletics facilities 
comprising a running track, long jump pit and high jump 
and shot circle, practice nets for all ball sports, a new pavilion 
(including physio room, kitchen facilities and dedicated  
changing spaces) and floodlighting. In addition, our aim is  
to offer better facilities for rowing so that students throughout 
the school are able to benefit from access to the sport that  
is currently only available to Sixth Form students. 

We have many girls who shine in sport: a GB rower, county 
hockey and netball players and county runners. To enable these 
girls to succeed in their chosen sports we need to support them 
as far as possible by providing the best environment in which 
they can train, alongside their academic studies. Girls are now 

looking at universities further afield and American universities 
actively recruit British students who display sporting talent. 
Being able to offer top class sporting provision allows our girls  
to compete for places and valuable sporting scholarships at  
US universities, as well as giving them greater choice in types  
of further education courses and career opportunities. Girls’  
sport will continue to make headlines, so the time is right  
for St Mary’s School, Cambridge to be fundraising for a sports 
home of our own. 

If you think you can help in anyway with our fundraising 
initiatives, either to help support the refurbishment of Mary Ward 
House or Long Road, or would like to consider making a gift, 
please contact Julie Hogg, Head of Development & Fundraising 
via jhogg@stmaryscambridge.co.uk or on 01223 224 126

Sports Announcement

Many of you may have already heard the news that St Mary’s has 
purchased a new home for our boarders on Brooklands Avenue which  
is to be named Mary Ward House. 

Over the coming months the former Hope Nursing Home will be 
transformed into a beautiful family home for all of our boarding 
students enabling them to be altogether on one site. Currently, 
our boarders are split between the main school site and rented 
accommodation on Bateman Street which is not in the long 
term interests of both the school and the boarders with the 
uncertainty of rented accommodation. Therefore, it has long 
been a priority, to have a facility where not only can the boarders 
be all together, but under the school’s ownership and the former 
Hope Nursing Home fitted the bill perfectly.

Within easy walking distance of the school and on the opposite 
side of the Cambridge University Botanic Gardens to the school in 
Bateman Street, the boarders will be able to enjoy a proper home 
from home throughout their time at St Mary’s. 

The interior is light and spacious and will feature accommodation 
for 90 students, including single rooms for Upper Sixth students 
and shared rooms for younger girls, a large kitchen and dining 
area as well as dedicated medical rooms. There will be staff 
accommodation on each floor of the property. 

A key ingredient of our boarding provision is a place for the girls 
to live and grow as a community, and the large, comfortable 
communal spaces at Mary Ward House will be the perfect place 
in which students are able to relax and socialise with their friends 
during their free time. 

Work has already started to sensitively refurbish Mary Ward 
House and the first boarders will be welcomed into their new 
home in September 2016. 

We hope to be able to show Pastonians around Mary Ward House 
in the near future and there will be a chance to help make Mary 
Ward House a home from home for our current pupils.

School News 

As we wrote in the Christmas edition of the Pastonian, the Long Road 
Sports Ground is to be redeveloped and brought up to date and in addition, 
we will be partnering City of Cambridge Rowing Club to enable more of our 
girls to participate in our City’s most iconic sport. 

Great News! A new home for our boarders  
– The acquisition of Mary Ward House
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Year 11 Rock ‘n’ Roll Ball

On Friday 5 February our current  
Year 11 students enjoyed a fantastic  
1950s American rock ‘n’ roll themed ball.

The girls arrived to a casino-scene and disco, and found  
the dining hall transformed into a full 1950s American  
diner. Students feasted on gourmet burgers and fries, 
selected hits on the juke box, and enjoyed a night of fun  
and dancing. A good time was had by all with many  
students remarking it was the best ball ever.

Mary Ward Birthday CelebrationsAuction of Promises 

On Saturday 12 March 2016 the Development Department of St Mary’s 
School, Cambridge, hosted their inaugural Auction of Promises “Auction 
Not Opera” and welcomed almost 100 guests into Hall A which had been 
transformed into a “Glyndebourne style” posh picnic setting decorated 
with beautiful brightly coloured silk parasols, balloons, candlelabra, 
flowers and fairy lights. 

The event was a huge success and has raised just under £14,000 
to put towards the Sister Christopher Bursary Fund and for the 
redevelopment of the sports project mentioned earlier in this 
newsletter. We were lucky enough to have been able to offer 
some amazing lots to bid on silently online before the event 
and seven extra special Lots that were auctioned by Harvey Bell 
from Tattersals on the night. The lots included tickets for the 
Henley Stewards Enclosure, tickets for Ladies Semi Final tickets 
at Wimbledon, a hockey party, a wine tasting experience with 

Nethergate Wines, a flying lesson over Cambridge, a personal 
style makeover, some beautiful artwork generously supplied  
by two alumnae, as well as a bottle of Pinkster Gin. Many guests 
have commented on what a fun and exciting event it was –  
“I just wanted to say how lovely I thought the event was - such  
a great atmosphere with such an inspired concept!”

A re-Vamp of the PTA
As we move towards the 120th Anniversary of 
the founding of St Mary’s, Cambridge, we have 
decided that the time is right to relaunch the 
school PTA so it more clearly reflects the whole  
St Mary’s community.

Based on Mary Ward’s own ‘Circle of Friends’ the new St Mary’s 
Circle will allow parents, past and present, staff, past and present 
and alumnae to be a part of the group which supports the school 
in its fundraising endeavours and special school events such as 
the wonderful Christmas Fair and the Fun Run. We also felt that 
we have so many wonderful, committed alumnae that it would 
be a lovely thing for there to be the opportunity for you all to 
become involved with things like welcoming new parents and 
girls to the school and really demonstrate the fact that once  
a St Mary’s Girl, always a St Mary’s Girl!

If you would like to become involved with the new  
St Mary’s Circle, do please get in touch via  
alumnae@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Denis McBride – Day of reflecton
On Saturday 30th January 2016, Denis McBride CSsR led a day of reflection at St Mary’s 
School, which was open to friends of the school and parish. The programme included reflection 
on the Year of Mercy (inaugurated by Pope Francis this Advent) in the light of scripture.

Denis McBride is a Redemptorist priest from Scotland who is 
now Director of Redemptorist Publications. In his post-graduate 
education he first studied psychology at Fordham University 
and then the New Testament under the great scripture scholar 
Raymond Brown at Union Theological Seminary, New York. 
After winning a scholarship to Harvard University, he returned 
to England to work at Hawkstone Hall, the international pastoral 
centre in Shropshire, England.

Since then, his principal areas of interest and writing have been 
the human story and the Gospels: his work has always struggled 
to keep open a conversation between the drama of people’s lives 
and the four great narratives of Christian beginning.

Before taking up his position as Director at Redemptorist 
Publications, Fr Denis directed courses of study and personal 
renewal for priests, religious, and lay people. He has lectured 
in parish halls, colleges and universities to a variety of groups - 
including bishops’ conferences - in North America, Africa, Asia, 
including the Arabian Peninsula, Australia, New Zealand, and 
throughout Europe. His lectures are not only informative and 
enlightening, but his delivery is entertaining and compelling.  
He has written 14 books and produced 56 CDs, each an  
absorbing reflection on God’s saving work. If you would  
like further information on Denis McBride his website is:  
www.denismcbride.com

On Wednesday 20 January 2016, along with other celebrations 
throughout the school, The PASS Society hosted a talk from  
Dr Trudi Tate, current parent, historian/author, on “how babies 
were cared for at the end of the First World War? With so many 
adult men killed and injured, how were the new born generation 
perceived in 1918? The talk was hugely interesting and looked 
at baby-care “expert” Truby King, who was very influential in the 
first half of the 20th Century and placed his ideas in the historical 
context of the FWW.

The talk was attended by approximately 30 alumnae and parents 
and three generations of one family who were all alumnae 
attended this very interesting event.
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Did you always want to be a teacher and what would  
you have done if you hadn’t become a teacher?  
I had wanted to be a teacher since 6th Form (interestingly 
enough I had considered becoming a history teacher) I decided  
in the end to pursue an Art Foundation Course followed by  
a Fine Art degree. When I graduated I took up employment  
as a graphic designer & illustrator for 3 years. The desire  
to teach  however, was still strong so I applied to do a PGCE  
in Art & Design Education.

How many years have you worked at St Mary’s School, 
Cambridge?
This is my 11th year as Head of Art

What is a typical day like for you?
Varied, very, very busy & mostly extremely rewarding in terms  
of teaching students ( some of the admin not so!)

What has been your most memorable experience at  
St Mary’s School?
There have been many. We have, over the years put on some 
amazing GCSE & A level Art exhibitions with each year being 
different to the next.
Miss Avery, in recognition of the achievements of the Art Dept 
deciding to create a specific Art Centre in Number 47 which  
we moved into 4 years ago having outgrown the space we had  
in Paston. Having an official opening of 47 by Anthony Green.
Knowing that as a teacher you have inspired students to want to 
go on into careers in Art & Design including Fine Art, Illustration, 
Graphics   & History of Art. Entering students for Local & National 

Art competition’s & St Mary’s students receiving rewards.  
In 2011 one of my students Claudia Strange achieved the 
accolade of being appointed The Royal Society of British  
Artists (RBA) Scholar. 

What makes the art dept so special at St Mary’s?
That we have our own building is important. When you walk 
through the front door of 47 you are immediately met with 
amazing artwork in the foyer but everywhere you walk by 
students from Years 7-13. There is  a welcoming and warm  
vibe but also a sense that Art is taken very seriously as a subject 
& that students know our expectations for them are high. 
Everyone has a talent whether it is in 2D or 3D, Photography 
or digital manipulation. We have had students who have not 
considered themselves to be good at Art (usually this means  
they struggle with drawing & a representational way of working) 
only to discover that they are talented sculptors, photographers 
or art historians.

Which artist has inspired you and why?
There are many. This is a difficult question.
Lucian Freud I admire greatly from a painterly point of view.  
Max Beckman for his expressive but thought provoking subject 
matter. Grayson Perry because his work has a illustrative quality 
but also because he makes social commentary in his work. 
Georges De La Tour because of his amazing use of light & dark. 
Gillian Ayres as a leading contemporary abstract artist who also 
happened to be one of my teachers at art school.

We have asked six questions of two valuable members of the current  
Art department. Mrs Gillian Clifford, Head of Art and Miss Clare McEwan

Features on Art teachers

Did you always want to be a teacher and what would  
you have done if you hadn’t become a teacher?  
After graduating with a BA in Graphic Design and Illustration 
I worked as a Freelance Illustrator for a couple of years but 
discovered that working freelance became quite isolating. I then 
decided to retrain as a teacher of Art and Design so I could share 
my love for the subject. I now paint in my spare time so enjoy 
being part of a creative environment at work but then have the 
opportunity to do freelance work and my own projects as well.  
I wouldn’t have it any other way.

How many years have you worked at St Mary’s School, 
Cambridge?
This is my thirteenth year in teaching but my second at  
St Mary’s.

What is a typical day like for you?
Every day is different at St Mary’s but they are all very busy 
and exciting. I teach across most of the year groups and all my 
classes are working on a slightly different project so currently 

I am helping students with drawing, painting, cardboard 
construction, wire work and ceramics.

What has been your most memorable experience  
at St Mary’s School?
Taking the year 12 Art and Photography students to The Saatchi 
Gallery in London to see the first ever all-female exhibition,  
it was a fabulous and highly inspirational day out.

What makes the art dept so special at St Mary’s?
The wonderful students I get to work with and being part  
of such a talented team.

Which artist has inspired you and why?
I get inspired by so many different artists that it’s impossible 
to state just one!

‘School, education, exams, future’ these are words that are relevant  
to all school children. Importantly, not everything is certain and the  
future is full of ambiguity. 

When I was a student at St Mary’s, Cambridge, I knew it was 
necessary for me to think about my future and consider the 
career path I aspired to. Initially, this led me to contemplate 
teaching. “Having my own class and teaching young minds,  
that is what I want to do… my future.” Following this thought,  
I then had to plan how to get there? “Work experience in schools 
and completing a teaching degree?” Fast forwards to now. Have 
I followed this ambition? Do I have my own classroom with 
my name above the door? No. Life is uncertain. We change our 
minds, learn of new possibilities and create new ambitions. 

At St Mary’s, it was made apparent that learning does not stop  
at the school gates and that education is an umbrella term, 
which encompasses academic achievement and other 
fundamental life skills, such as,  
friendship. There was always an  
abundance of encouragement to try  
new things and take on opportunities, 
helping make St Mary’s girls  
well-rounded individuals, who achieve  
and are happy. I maintain this  
mentality and now with a Masters  
degree in Sociology paired with a Psychology degree, I now wish 
to use the skills I have obtained throughout my academic years 
to pursue a career in marketing. This relatively new career goal 
is allowed, its great! Life cannot be predicted and we can never 
be sure what is around the corner or where life will take us. Some 
things do remain, or even develop and I know this can be said for 
the love I have for my friends and my love for St Mary’s and  
I continue to treasure the fond memories I made whilst being  
a student at this wonderful school. 

University was the inevitable progressive step that my friends 
and I took when starting our lives beyond St Mary’s. This would 
be a new, enriching and exciting experience for us all. This 
transition meant it was necessary for many of us to flee the nest 
and settle in new cities. Consequently, we were all faced with the 
prospect of change and uncertainty, however we all knew that 
our friendships with one another would remain. Most of us have 
now completed our degrees and are on track for our individual 
career goals and life ambitions. Embarking on the next stages 
of our lives means that Cambridge is no longer a permanent 
home for us all, but we all hold a special place in our hearts for 
this beautiful city. This wonderful part of the world is obviously 
educationally renowned and has an abundance of culture, but  

for us St Mary’s girls there is a greater reason. The fact that  
the city of Cambridge is home to Bateman Street and  
St Mary’s School, where many happy days were spent and 
lifelong friendships formed. 

Despite our geographical separation and the busyness of our 
adult lives, my friends and I always relish in the opportunity 
to get together and meet up. These special occasions enable 
us to update one another and also to reminisce about our days 
at St Mary’s. Physically meeting up forms a different type of 
interaction beyond our daily communication through social 
media. Importantly, the ability to have a technological link 
ensures that we are always in contact, sharing the highs and  
lows that we all encounter. I am so thankful for my friendship 
group and the reassuring fact they are friends for life and that 

whenever we meet up, it is always 
amazing, fun and fabulous! 

Being a student at St Mary’s means 
you are fortunate to have the 
opportunity to learn and grow in  
a safe and supportive environment 

provided by the school and gain academic success and amazing 
friends. The importance of helping others, loyalty and friendship 
are fundamental life skills and qualities that resonate with 
the ethos of St. Mary’s. Despite the fact that life moves on and 
changes occur, one thing will not alter, the love I have for St 
Mary’s Cambridge and the fact that I am so grateful for the 
friends this establishment gave me. It can be assured that 
…“once a St Mary’s girl, always a St Mary’s girl…” 

Philippa Sanders 

“Once a St Mary’s girl, always a St Mary’s girl”

News from the Pastonians

Miss Clare McEwan

Mrs Gillian Clifford

 “Having my own class and 
teaching young   minds, that is 
what I want to do… my future.”
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Please keep in touch and tell us what you are up to now by emailing ewhittley@stmaryscambridge.co.uk  
and by joining our dedicated Pastonian Facebook group - www.facebook.com/groups/239614822750910/ 
to look for lost friends, share memories, help keep the younger members engaged, career mentoring and more! 
Just search for The Pastonian Association, St Mary’s School, Cambridge the next time you’re on Facebook.

Dates for your diary
Thursday 31 March 2016 An “informal” afternoon tea at St Marys school 

for Pastonians to visit the school and catch  
up on all the developments. If you would like  
to attend this please contact Emma Whittley  
on 01223 224126 or email: 
ewhittley@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Saturday 16 April 2016 A visit to the Fitzwilliam Museum with a talk  
on the Fitz at 200 by Dr Victoria Avery. If you 
would like to attend this please contact  
Emma Whittley on 01223 224126 or email:  
ewhittley@stmaryscambridge.co.uk
Tickets for this event are £15 or a larger voluntary 
donation and places are limited to 25 guests.

Saturday 24 September 
2016

An Audience with Ann Widdecombe. Tickets  
for this event are £15. If you would like to  
attend this please contact Emma Whittley  
on 01223 224126 or email:  
ewhittley@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Dates to be confirmed for 
talks in the summer term

Allison Pearson
Alex Polizzi

In memoriam
We remember in our thoughts  
and prayers those who have died  
and the family and friends who  
mourn them.

Mary Linzell (nee Davies)  
(1963-1968) - November 2014

Maureen Greenwood (1950-53)  
- 15 November 2015

Mary Maud Holland  
– 16 February 2016

Pamela Knight (nee Podmore) 
 – 27 November 2015

Sheila Burkinshaw (nee Hacklin) 
 – November 2015

John Lewis (1944-45)  
– 28 January 2016

June Atkinson (nee Duke) 
(1941-1946) – 4 February 2016

Dear Charlotte and your community of Staff and Pupils

Many thanks for your beautiful card, greetings and good wishes for my birthday. It was a very happy day, 

specially as Sr Frances was with me. 

I greatly enjoyed your letter (please forgive me for not typing and I hope you will be able to read my writing – 

which continues to deterioriate!)

Congratulations on the spiritual growth which you encourage, your good exam results and the “expansion”  

of careers – horsemanship no less! Your gap year exchanges with the Lorreto Schools, then your successful  

building of the “science-hub” – this I find difficult to imagine on the limited site! Thank you for honouring  

me naming “the Sister Christopher Bursary Fund” Thank you for sending me a copy of “Cry of Wonder”-  

I look forward to reading it and I feel sure it will be a welcome addition to our library.

A few days later issue 4 of the Pastonian Newsletter arrived, with its sports focus – I “devoured” it  

immediately. How excellent that the facilities at Long Road are to be developed – nearly as exciting  

as our first Sports Day there in the 1950!

Please say a prayer for Zimbabwe – the economic situation continues to deteriorate aggravated by  

severe drought….imagine the famous Victoria Falls with no water flowing!

I thank you once again and send you my very best prayerful wishes for a good, joyful and successful 2016.

Sister Christopher

Letter from Sister Christopher
As a former student, Head Girl and Headmistress of St Mary’s School Cambridge it was lovely to receive a lovely 
thank you letter from Sister Christopher recently. She wrote:-

The Pastonian Association Newsletter | Lent Term 2016

mailto:ewhittley%40stmaryscambridge.co.uk?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/groups/239614822750910/
mailto:ewhittley%40stmaryscambridge.co.uk?subject=
mailto:ewhittley%40stmaryscambridge.co.uk?subject=
mailto:ewhittley%40stmaryscambridge.co.uk?subject=

	Button 6: 
	Page 1: Off

	Button 8: 
	Page 2: Off
	Page 31: Off
	Page 42: Off
	Page 53: Off
	Page 64: Off

	Button 9: 
	Page 2: Off
	Page 31: Off
	Page 42: Off
	Page 53: Off
	Page 64: Off

	Button 10: 
	Page 7: Off

	Button 11: 
	Page 7: Off



