
Pastonian
Association Newsletter

The

a newsletter dedicated to all former members of St Mary’s School, Cambridge

Once a St Mary’s Girl,  
Always a St Mary’s Girl!

Inside this issue:
Headmistress’ welcome   p2
Festive Fizz   p4
Chinese New Year   p8 
Asian Pastonian Association   p16
Pastonian Connect   p18

Issue 10 | Spring Term 2018

Picture of 120 Campaign celebration Prints – The view from the Chapel Lawn



It takes as its theme, ‘a feeling of celebration’ which we felt 
was appropriate as we begin to gear up towards the start of 
the school’s 120th anniversary celebrations in September 
2018. As a prelude to this big celebration, we have some 
lovely personal family celebrations to share: births, birthdays 
and weddings, as well as a very happy reunion back at 
school organised by Claire de Frobeville. We also have some 
excellent, lively contributions from relatively recent leavers 
including Kathryn Bailey, Isabel Della Porta, Marissa Preston. 
I would also like to warmly congratulate your President, 
Rachel Gleeson, on having been invited to join the Governing 
Body of St Mary’s School, Cambridge in November. Rachel has 
been attending her first Education Committee and full board 
meetings this term. Rest assured that the alumnae voice 
remains a key stake-holder in our strategic planning!

I also hope that you enjoy reading about our community 
celebrations which include a feature on the recent visit 
of Bishop Alan Hopes to the school to celebrate Mass on 
Mary Ward’s birthday, as well as other school occasions 
including the autumn Fun Run and Christmas Fair as well 
as social occasions including our annual Festive Fizz and 
entertainments provided by our Circle, including a talk on 
Degas as a sculptor (to tie up with the wonderful recent 
Degas show at the Fitzwilliam Museum) as well as a gin 
tasting evening.  I hope that you will be pleased to hear 
that “Best Schools” which aims to assist parents in selecting 
an independent school or sixth form college in the UK, has 
included us in their League Table as a top Girls’ Boarding 
School by A Level results. 

Looking beyond the UK, we feature the recent trip to Hong 
Kong by Claire Elliott (who has recently been elevated from 
our Housemistress to our Head of Boarding) as well as a 
reflection from Hazel Pritchard Harris, a former teaching 
colleague, on her reflections on her visit to the school. We are 
thrilled to share news about the introduction of the Buddy/
Ambassador programme for international students by a truly 
wonderful pair of former international boarders, Bonnie Au 

and Sabrina Chien. As we approach our 120th anniversary 
year, we are delighted to be supporting the fundraising efforts 
to build a Mary Ward secondary school in Mbizo, Zimbabwe  
to support the ongoing work of the CJ sisters who already 
have a large and thriving junior school there. If you 
feel moved to make a donation to either our own Sister 
Christopher Bursary Fund or to the Mbizo project, please  
do contact Emma Whittley.

In order for every alumna to keep connected with their peers 
and St Mary’s, please do engage via Pastonian Connect if 
you have not already done so– we have included a reminder 
about how you can go about establishing this digital presence. 
Finally, to conclude our mood of spring celebration, do use our 
online shop to purchase limited print editions of the beautiful 
water colours of the school, crafted with such joy by Alice 
Thomson. The beautiful front cover of the view of the Chapel 
Lawn is an example of the four prints on sale. (There are teddies 
too for the grand children – or indeed yourselves!)                 

Headmistress’  
   welcome and introduction
I hope that you all survived unscathed the meeting of the Beast from 
the East and Storm Emma. It is certainly good to have passed beyond 
the bitter cold and to finally feel and see spring in the air. With a very 
early Easter, spring seems to have been a rather compressed affair so 
far this year and so I hope that you can enjoy Easter holidays with 
family and friends, some fair weather and this latest edition of the 
Pastonian newsletter! 

Charlotte Avery 
Headmistress

I still have on my desk, and remember quite 
fondly being given, a china mug in celebration 
of the 100th anniversary of St Mary’s. On it is a 
tree design and of course an inspiring message 
from our foundress Mary Ward.

Rachel Gleeson (1997-2002)  
President of The Pastonian Association

President’s  
   welcome and introduction

The tree? The magnolia of course: the tree that most of us 
walked past every day of our secondary education, spent 
time waiting around (in the cortile) perhaps for an exam or on 
route to lunch or assembly. The Magnolia Flower is a symbol 
of perseverance, dignity and love: characteristics that the 
school and each St Mary’s girl, past and present, exudes. 

As always, it is a privilege to read of the stories of recent leavers 
and to hear news of Pastonians returning to speak of their 
experience of school and beyond. The words on that mug, and 
carved into many a St Mary’s girls heart and mind, have never 
rung more true: ‘Women in time will come to do much’.

It has been wonderful to return to school and to be welcomed 
onto the Governing Body. Sitting in the Parlour, (where I once 
had Speech and Drama lessons reading lines from ‘Little 
Women’) now the Headmistress’ study, brought back a flood of 
great memories. Moreover, in moments, I learnt how passionate 
St. Mary’s staff are about student wellbeing, about ensuring 
each girl is nurtured and that every decision made is about the 
education, care and development of the young women. 

Steeped in tradition but dynamic and of the moment, St Mary’s 
is continuing to develop its digital strategy, ensuring that 
education is supported by appropriate technologies and 

providing opportunities to engage with new tech, to enquire 
and to learn responsibly. It is wonderful to see the wide 
variety of tech being used and trialled from the Junior school 
upwards; I have learnt of the recent explorations using Virtual 
Reality headsets and the Junior School’s Tech Council.  

St Mary’s continues to be a forward-looking school yet 
maintains its heart and soul in a unique blend: spiritual 
reflection and spirituality continue to emanate and provide 
balance and a warm community. Do arrange a visit if you 
happen to be in Cambridge: yes, there has been change but 
the ethos remains that makes it home!

What has impressed me most about our school is its 
pioneering attitude: a community that is willing to be the 
first to try to new things, to try ideas, to be at the forefront 
of educational research and strategy but, most importantly, 
a community which reflects, adapts and perseveres with 
dignity to gain the best outcomes for each individual. As a 
Pastonian, I am sure you will agree that it is wonderful to 
continue being a part of such a community and to be proud 
of what St Mary’s has achieved over its almost 120 years - 
there is much to be celebrated!
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Gin Tasting -  
The Pinkster Gin experience
On 2 February 2018, strategically diarised to be just after 
dry January, the PASS Society hosted our first Gin Tasting 
evening in the Learning Resources Centre. Stephen Marsh, 
founder and CEO of Pinkster, gave a very interesting and 
entertaining talk about how he transformed himself from 

a frustrated accountant and finance director in the City 
to become a distiller of gin, running Pinkster gin. Over 45 
parents and friends attended this tremendously fun and 
informative evening: Pinkster were very generous with their 
tasting supplies!

News from the School…

“It gave me great 
pleasure to hear 
stories about life  
at university...”

After the busy Autumn Term had finished, Charlotte Avery, 
Headmistress, and Emma Whittley, Alumnae Officer, welcomed back a 
number of our alumnae who had recently completed their studies at 
the school. It was wonderful to see the girls reunited with their peers, 
and to hear tales of some remarkable adventures. Charlotte Avery said: 
“It gave me great pleasure to hear stories about life at university and 
of girls who are travelling the world to broaden their cultural horizons 
and those who have started gainful employment. They made me 
immensely proud: the vast majority had been through our Sixth Form 
and it was evident to see the benefits that they had reaped from their 
time at St Mary’s.”

Festive Fizz
Charlotte Avery welcomes alumnae  
at the Festive Fizz evening.
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Mary Ward Mass

As alumnae, you will be fully aware that in January each year we celebrate Mary Ward  
Day – marking the birthday of our school’s foundress Mary Ward (1585-1645). On Tuesday  
23 January the Rt Rev Alan Hopes, Bishop of East Anglia, joined us for this year’s celebrations.

We welcomed a number of Sixth Form A Level Art students to benefit from the event 
too, accompanied by Ms Claire Elliott, Head of Boarding. One student, Jacqueline L., 
had included the life and works of Degas in her A Level coursework, so it was 
particularly interesting for her. The next day, some of our younger boarders visited 
the Degas exhibition with Ms Elliott, where she was able to impart some of the 
knowledge she had gained from the fascinating lecture. With thanks to the 65 
friends, staff, students and their families who attended the evening which was a 
huge success and, importantly, an interesting and engaging one, and through 
which funds were raised for our Sister Christopher Bursary Fund.  

This lecture was part of a series of events that the school runs through the PASS 
Society.  Such opportunities provide an informal social gathering which can also 
be informative and improving.  They are open to all parents, past and present, and 
all alumnae.  They are advertised on the alumnae platform Pastonianconnect.com, 
on the school website and on the social media. Alternatively, please do call Emma 
Whittley on 01223 22416 to find out more about forthcoming events.

Degas Talk
Many of you will have enjoyed the Degas exhibition held earlier this year 
at the Fitzwilliam Museum. Towards the end of the show on Friday 12 
January we were delighted that Dr Vicky Avery, Curator Applied Arts at the 
Fitzwilliam Museum, came to school to give a talk on the exhibition and how 
it was put together

The Bishop spent time with the school’s 
Mary Ward scholars and CAFOD Young 
Leaders, visiting students in lessons  
at the Junior School and Senior School, 
and presiding over a special feast day 
Mass for the Senior School and Sixth 
Form community in which he called 
for students to be ‘counter cultural’ like 
Mary Ward.

Bishop Alan explained how Mary Ward 
was born in a time of transition and 
instability, a national church having 
been established with the monarch, 
instead of the Pope, as its head. 
Catholics remaining loyal to the Pope 
risked being fined or persecuted and 
the Bishop highlighted how it would 
have been much easier to go ‘the way 
of the many, to accept the changes and 
live peaceful and comfortable lives’. He 
praised therefore those Catholics who, 
like Mary Ward, were ‘counter cultural’ 
and remained steadfast in their faith.

The Bishop recalled how Mary Ward set 
up a community of religious women 
whose vocation soon became clear to 
them: they were to educate young girls 
and, as always with something new, 
Mary Ward’s vision attracted much 
opposition. Her vision and community 
lived on, however, and Bishop Alan 
reflected that ‘your own school is 
a living testimony to her vision – 

opened 120 years ago by the spiritual 
descendants of Mary Ward.’

He continued, encouraging students: 
‘In a society which tells us that the only 
things that matter are wealth and power 
and fame – be counter cultural! In spite 
of all the challenges and difficulties that 
will come our way, your vision is worth 
pursuing to transform a world which 
has lost its way in many areas – be 
counter cultural! Make a difference to 
people’s lives in your choice of vocation, 
especially to the poor, the homeless, 
trafficked men and women, migrants 
and refugees – be counter cultural!’

As a school we honor Mary Ward 
throughout the year, not only on her 
birthday, and so the Bishop’s message 
to be counter cultural is something 
we strive to live out every day, for the 
greater benefit of the wider community.  
Most within our school community will 
be familiar with our focus on a number 
of ‘characteristics’ associated with Mary 
Ward, which we nurture in our students 
– such as ‘Encouraging hard work and 
excellence’, ‘Respecting self’ and ‘Valuing 
women’s role a spirituality’.

In the afternoon students celebrated 
Mary Ward’s birthday, and her legacy, 
through ‘birthday parties’ held in form 
groups. Students and staff brought in a 
range of sweet and savoury treats – from 

Hawaiian themed party food to tortillas 
and more traditional cakes – and played 
games together. Additionally, students 
from Years 7, 8 and 9 performed a 
number of sketches in House groups, 
which they had been rehearsing for 
since last term, as part of the biennial 
Witty and Wonderful Mary Ward Show. 
Each sketch focused on one of the 12 
Characteristics of a Mary Ward School, 
including ‘Embracing diversity’, ‘Valuing 
friendship’, ‘Eliminating injustice’, and 
‘Coping effectively with failure’, and 
there were prizes (very similar to Oscars!) 
to be won for Best Actress; Best Play; 
Best Director; Best Visual Play; and Best 
Mary Ward Message.

Congratulations to Emma G. for 
winning ‘Best Actress’ for her portrayal 
of a very ‘Trump-like’ character in 
the Cavendish House sketch, which 
emphasized ‘Coping effectively with 
failure’ incredibly effectively and also 
earnt the accolade of ‘Best Visual Play’. 
Congratulations also to Emily W. for 
winning ‘Best Director’ for the Paston 
House sketch, which emphasized 
‘Valuing friendship’. The winner of 
‘Best Play’ was Brookside House for an 
entertaining portrayal of ‘Eliminating 
injustice’, and the winner of ‘Best Mary 
Ward Message’, focused on ‘Embracing 
diversity’, was a small group of just four 
students from Elms House.
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On the weekend of 3 February, boarders enjoyed Chinese drinks and snacks 
while making decorations for the school’s Chinese New Year celebrations. 
Having been away from school over the February half term, on the afternoon 
of Sunday 25 February, boarders enjoyed a three hour dumpling making 
session with Mrs Yan Gao. The meat and vegetarian dumplings were then 
enjoyed as part of a Chinese-style banquet that evening.

Chinese New year
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This is to certify that 
 

St. Mary’s School, Cambridge 
has been appointed by www.best-schools.co.uk as 

 
 

A Top 50 UK Girls’ Boarding School   
by A Levels for 2017 

 

 
 

For excellence in Academic Achievement in 
                     
 

                      A Level Results  
 

                      A* and A grades obtained and 
 

          Number of pupils with exam success 
 

 
Full details may be viewed on our website  www.best-schools.co.uk    
 

                                      
 
 
 

                                Certified by Les Webb, Managing Director,  
Education Advisers Ltd 

  

Football

Emma W (Year 11) is a 
footballer who during 
the Christmas holidays 
was selected to represent 
the English Independent 
Schools national football 
team. She played an 
international match for 
EIS English team against 
Scotland and won! This is 
not the first time Emma 
has played an international 
match; last year she was 

also selected to represent the English Schools England 
football team where she played against Northern Ireland and 
Scotland. Emma plays football for Essex RTC, training twice a 
week as well as playing matches. She also played for Arsenal 
Academy when she was in Year 7. Beyond football, Emma is 
also a national javelin thrower, having qualified to throw at 
the national English Schools Athletics event in both 2016 and 
2017. Emma will resume training with Cambridge & Coleridge 
Athletics Club during the summer. Emma has an ambition to 
go to University in America to play ‘Soccer’, with the ambition 
to return to England to play FA Women’s Super League.  
Emma W was crowned “Runner Up: Sportswoman of the Year” 
at the annual CDSSSA Roy Burrell Awards.

 

Cross Country 

On Sunday 14th January six girls attended the County Schools’ 
Cross Country Competition held at King’s School, Ely. Each girl 
earnt her place in the County Schools competition through 
qualification from the District competition in December. 
The conditions were favourable this year and there were 
approximately 60 girls running in each category from the 
four districts in Cambridgeshire. Notable performances came 
from Millie R, running in the Junior Girls section where she 
finished in 2nd place. Matilda T in the Intermediate Girls came 
3rd with Lucy C running in at 15th. Annie Q also finished 5th 
in the Senior Girls race. Millie, Matilda, Lucy and Annie were 
all selected to run for Cambridgeshire Schools at the Anglian 
Schools Cross Country Competition. 

The Anglian Schools’ Cross Country Competition took place on 
Saturday 3rd February at the Royal Hospital School, Ipswich. 
It was a cold morning and the girls who ran did exceptionally 
well. We congratulate Millie R and Matilda T who have both 
qualified to represent the East of England for the National 
English Schools Cross Country Competition.  Annie Q, our 
Games Captain, has also been awarded a place in the Nationals.

Fencing

Holly T (Year 10) has been 
selected to represent 
England U17 in Fencing. 
On the 2nd February she 
flew to Paris as part of 
twelve U17 girls to represent 
England in an international 
competition. Holly has 
been selected through 
the ranking system; she 
has taken part in ranking 
competitions to earn her 
place. She is currently 
13th in England U17 girls and 16th in U17 Great Britain 
girls. Beyond junior fencing Holly also competes in adult 
competitions; recently, she took part in an open UK female 
competition and came 3rd, only losing the semi-final 15-13.

Please see above a picture of her in training.

 
Netball

The U16 English Schools’ Netball Association (ESNA) squad 
worked hard in the run up to the regional tournament having 
qualified as Cambridgeshire County winners. They attended 
the regional tournament on Saturday 27th January. The girls 
enjoyed playing against tough opposition and had some 
close competitive matches. They finished 4th in their pool. 

The Senior School girls have been training hard during netball 
practices and have enjoyed the netball season which got 
into full swing after half term with approximately 40 fixtures 
to play! Each year group entered the district tournament 
where they competed against a variety of schools from the 
Cambridge district.

Sport Best School 2017 League Table of Top 
Independent School by A Level Results

St Mary’s School is always keen to congratulate those that have excelled in sports.

Charlotte Avery is delighted to announce that St Mary’s has been included in the Top 
Independent School League Table and is a Top 50 Girls’ Boarding School. Best Schools 
publishes its league tables a little later than the national press because it takes time 
to gather the results from as close to 100% of schools as possible.

Congratulations to St Mary’s School, Cambridge on its 
inclusion in the Top Independent School League Table.
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Marissa Preston (2009-2010)

My academic interest has really developed since I’ve been 
at University and my confidence has grown. I’m now in my 
final year at Leiden University in the Netherlands reading 
International Studies with Turkish and loving it. I’m based 
at their ‘campus’ in the heart of The Hague and I think 
the international flavour, not least my course but also my 
colleagues, really suits me. I’m now even considering doing 
a Masters which I would never have thought of doing when 
I first started! After I completed my A Levels I spent a full 
gap year teaching at an all girls’ school (San Silvestre) in 
Lima, Peru which I loved and which did me a power of good. 
Amazingly, the Headmistress, who’d been there for over 15 
years, was English and came from Thriplow!  

I think International Studies is unique in that it involves 
history, economics, cultural issues, politics and languages - 
all of which influence the development of different countries 
and regions. I am extremely interested to explore how 
different regions have adapted to these influences, what sort 

of challenges they face and 
their approach in coming 
to terms with these, both 
from a regional and global 
perspective. I chose Leiden 
because through my research, 
it appeared to be one of the 
few universities in either the 
UK or the Netherlands which 
specifically offers this course. 
Studying contemporary issues that societies face today, 
while also learning about the history that shaped current 
situations, brings so much more relevance and understanding 
to the complexities of today’s world and this I’ve found 
really interesting. I also wanted to study in a cosmopolitan 
environment amongst other international and Dutch students 
rather than the familiar environment I’d been used to in 
the UK, and Leiden being so close to Den Haag with all its 
international institutions has certainly been an ideal place in 
which to study such an interesting programme.

Kathryn Bailey (2009 – 2016)

I left St. Mary’s with the intention of studying Film at 
Bournemouth University, as I had always wanted to make 
films from a very young age. I was thrilled to have received a 
scholarship and an unconditional offer from my first-choice 
university, but after a wobble at the end of the summer 
holiday, having not thought about actually leaving home 
since receiving the offer before Christmas in my Upper Sixth 
year, I decided that I didn’t want to move. I was so happy 
with the way my life was going, and I didn’t want to live 3 
hours away from my family, my boyfriend, and everything 
I knew. For some people that was the most exciting part 
- a fresh start - but that wasn’t what I wanted, and I just 
didn’t want to put myself through the anxiety and stress of 
something that I didn’t want to do. Everyone is different, and 
naturally a few people didn’t agree with my decision, but it 
was absolutely right for me.

 I applied to a university closer to home and started studying 
Film and Television at the University of Hertfordshire and 
commuted every day. However, I began to have second 
thoughts about this course… In every single group project, 
there were people who didn’t do any work and yet received 
the same mark as those of us who actually did the work, the 
editing programme was a little dated, and 2nd year was going 
to be a very similar format. I also realised while on the course 
that working in the film industry would give me a lifestyle 
that I was not prepared to adopt including 4am starts, slow 
progression to get to the top, uncertainty, no job security, 
moving all around the country. As I’ve grown up, I’ve realised 
that I’m a real home bird, and I like routine and security. I 
struggled coming to terms with the fact that a career in film 
might not actually be for me, because at school I was always 
the one who knew what she wanted to do!

 I finished the first year of the course, and made some really 
great friends, but I thought hard about whether I would 
return. I wanted to keep learning and develop my creativity, 
but on the job rather than in a classroom, producing work 
that was real and could go somewhere more beneficial than 
the marking pile. Also, 2 more years doing something you 
don’t want to do in an environment you don’t want to be in is 
actually quite a long time! I sent out dozens of applications 
for local internships for the summer in areas such as social 
media, marketing, and photography/film work. I had an 
interview at Cuttsy+Cuttsy in May 2017, and I think it’s fair 
to say that my portfolio that I built up during my time at St. 
Mary’s got me the 3-month internship! Cuttsy+Cuttsy is a 
healthcare communications agency (most people don’t know 
what that is when I tell them!) It’s sort of like an advertising 
agency, but only for healthcare and we work on campaigns, 
events, films etc.

For example, during my internship, I worked on a series of 
patient films for Addenbrooke’s Charitable Trust (ACT) to 
prompt donations. I learnt more in my first week there than 
my whole year spent at university. Learning on the job was 
exactly the experience I wanted, and the sense of pride after 
learning a new skill and putting it into practice in a real life 
situation was really rewarding. Two months in, they told 
me that they saw my potential and I was offered a full-time 
position. As a permanent member of the creative team, I now 
work on patient films, graphic design and even animation. I 
also work on an advertising qualification alongside work in my 
own time to fill the degree gap on my CV. I crave meaning in 
the work that I do, to know that I am helping and connecting 
with people, and this desire makes a career in healthcare very 
rewarding. Above all, being able to use my creativity to make 
real change to others is incredibly fulfilling… and totally not 
the career decision I made when I was still at school! I have 
realised is that it’s absolutely ok to make a choice that is 
completely different to your original plan. I’m not in Hollywood 
making feature films, but I am developing the filmmaking 
skills I already had to fit into a totally different industry and I 
am progressing in a different way.

November was an incredibly busy month for me! Alongside 
my full-time job, I competed at the Ballroom and Latin 
national finals in Blackpool in which I came 2nd out of 
around 70 competitors in my Latin category. My sister also 
had 2 weddings – an official ceremony in Wales with just 
immediate family, and the main wedding celebration in a 
beautiful barn in Kings Lynn.

I’m in touch with my good friends Poppy, Molly and Helena 
from St. Mary’s and catch up with them when they’re back 
from uni at weekends and holidays!

Hannah Pratten Fundraising (2006 – 2015)

Hannah joined St Mary’s in Year 5 in 2006 and left Year 
13 in 2015 - she is now enjoying her third year of a 
midwifery degree at UEA in Norwich

The years and years of fun runs and charity fundraising 
activities has obviously rubbed off on Hannah and, 
despite hating running (!), she has decided to run 
the Brighton Marathon in April alongside one of her 
fellow student midwives. They are raising funds for a 
most worthwhile cause – Leeway Domestic Violence 
and Abuse Services, an independent charity providing 
support to adults, young people and children who are 
experiencing domestic abuse in Norfolk and Waveney. 
They are founding members of WAFE (Women’s Aid 
Federation England) and every year provide specialist 
support to over 8,000 adults, young people and children.

 

Hannah and Emily have set themselves a modest sum 
of £300 and it would be great if we could help them 
towards their target. If you would like more information 
and have a few pennies to donate please follow the link 
below to their JustGiving page https://www.justgiving com/ 
fundraising/hannahandemilybrighton

Contributions from Pastonians 

Where are they now…? Where are they now…?

Isabel Della-Porta

Congratulations to Isabel Della-Porta 
whose acting career goes from strength 
to strength.  Isabel has just finished 
acting in NETWORK at the Lyttelton 
Theatre.  NETWORK is a play based 
on the Paddy Chayefsky film and was 
adapted by Lee Hall.  It is based around 

a busy newsroom where opinion trumps 
fact with hilarious and horrifying turns. 

Isabel trained at RADA and has 
previously worked in theatre in Hamlet, 
You Got Older, The Oresteia, The Man of 
Mode, Summerfolk, Cymbeline, Vinegar 
Tom and Bitter Lemon.

The Pastonian Association Newsletter | Spring Term 2018 The Pastonian Association Newsletter | Spring Term 2018

12 13



Reflections on a Visit to Cambridge and St Mary’s School

I left Cambridge in June 2007 to settle in St John’s, 
Newfoundland, the most easterly city in Canada and, indeed, 
of North America. I may be over 2,200 miles away but I have 
not lost touch with Cambridge and especially not with St 
Mary’s School. I have returned to Cambridge many times, 
usually every year in late January/early February. I always 
stay with Hilary Goy, whom many students will recall as the 
former Head of Classics and Careers. During my stay I often 
see as many as 30 of my former colleagues. It is always 
delightful to catch up with their doings and to hear welcome 
news of many of my former students.

I decided that my visit this year would have to be a little earlier 
than usual. I wanted to see two exhibitions, the Scythians 
at the British Museum and the Degas at the Fitzwilliam, 
both of which ended on Sunday 14 January. Having arrived 
in Cambridge on Wednesday 10 January, I proceeded to 
the Fitzwilliam on Thursday with my friend, Hilary, and we 
spent a delightful afternoon with the beautiful sketches 
and paintings and especially the wax sculptures. On Friday 
we went to the British Museum and I spent most of the day 
with the Scythians. I rushed back to Cambridge to meet my 
friend, Valerie Bevan, currently teaching at St Mary’s, for a 
quick supper before I went, as her guest, to the fundraising 
lecture on the sculptures of Degas given at the School by Dr 
Victoria Avery, who had been involved with curating the Degas 
Exhibition. How wonderful to hear this informative lecture 
delivered with such enthusiasm and humour!

After the lecture, I was pleased to accept an invitation from 
the Headmistress to have coffee with her the following week. 
It was good to hear that the School was thriving and also to 
hear of all the changes that had taken place in recent years. 
Yet, I felt that the ethos of the school remained the same and 

this was confirmed later as I took a tour of the School. I had a 
chance to look into some of the classes briefly and recognized 
the same respect for others and the quiet sense of purpose 
that I had always known at the School.

Many rooms and spaces have been repurposed and here are a 
few of the highlights of the changes I noticed during my tour:

•  Conversion of the garage into what is now a bright and 
pleasant space for the library;

•  The new Food Technology room and all the interesting things 
that are going on there in addition to its use for courses;

•  The Chapel which is set out nicely and used regularly (I 
recalled all those early Masses there with Fr Tony);

•  The Parlour: this had always been my favourite room in the 
school as it had such lovely proportions and an impressive 
table and other furnishings. We used it for meetings when 
I was there but I expect that it could have been used much 
more. Now it is the Office of the Headmistress. I gather 
that it still used for meetings too and, of course, it is easily 
accessible to all, unlike the upstairs office which had been 
used previously. Reorganization of the furniture and a 
careful choice of paint colour have revealed what a truly 
elegant room this is.

I do admit that I missed the old staff room. This may be pure 
nostalgia on my part as I expect that I really missed its “old 
inhabitants,” so many of whom are no longer with us but 
change is inevitable. There is one important thing, however, 
which has not changed at the school and this is what 
attracted me to it when I arrived for my interview in June 
1992: of course I refer to those happy smiling faces of the 
girls as they show the joy and wonder of learning.

Claire De Frobeville  
(1990-1997)

On Saturday 23 September 2017, 
Charlotte Avery, Matthew O’Reilly,  
Head of Juniors, and Kay Dodsworth, 
Lay Chaplain, were delighted to 
welcome back 28 alumnae to the school 
for a glass of fizz and a tour of the 
school.  The event had been initiated 
and organized primarily by Claire De 
Frobeville. It was a very successful event 
through which the girls were able to 
catch up on many memories.

Contributions from Pastonians 

Where are they now…?

Hazel Pritchett Harris taught full-time at the School from September 1992 
to her retirement as Head of Mathematics in July 2004.

St Mary’s School, Cambridge is 
always delighted to welcome back 
any former teachers for a visit.  
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Introduction to the Asia 
Pastonian Association

The event in Hong Kong - 
Claire Elliott
Head of Boarding and International Relations

Following that event, I travelled across the city meeting 
with some of our agents and briefed them on the latest 
developments happening in school. Of course, it was also 
an excellent opportunity for me to put faces to the people 
behind the emails and build on the positive relationships 
we already have. Later in the week, I hosted a drinks and 
canapes evening for parents I’d met at the Expo, as well as 
current parents and agents. This event provided me with 
an opportunity to deliver a more in depth presentation 
with photographs, about all that our school has to offer. 
Afterwards, it was wonderful to see current parents and 
pupils, as well as alumnae, talk with such warmth and 
positivity about St Mary’s, Cambridge. Bonnie Au, who was 

Head Boarder 2013-14, also spoke with such fondness of 
her time here. It was my first time meeting Bonnie and she 
was such a help on the night as well as being a fantastic 
advocate for our school.

I’ll be returning to Hong Kong in October 2018, where I’m 
hoping to meet with Sabrina Chen (Head Boarder 2012-13) 
and other alumnae as well as current parents. I met with 
Sabrina in March 2018 at Mary Ward House and it was 
heart-warming to meet someone who had enjoyed her time 
so much at our school that she is now willing to volunteer 
of her time to help prospective families in Hong Kong by 
sharing her experiences and knowledge of our school.

With a significant group of Hong Kong alumni in the past few 
years, we decided to create a social networking group among 
ourselves, gathering a few ex-head boarders, we organized 
first luncheon event. Following the great response from our 
first gathering, we decided to expand this further.

Currently, with core members from ex-Head Boarders, Sabrina 
Chien and Bonnie Au, who are the alumni of 2013 and 2014 
respectively, along with other core committee members 
mainly composed of past Head Boarders, such as Constance 
Hui and Heidi Au, we aim to develop communities like this in 
other areas in the Asia region, and also rebrand ourselves with 
a better established system.

We came up with the name - Asia Pastonian Association 
(APA). Upholding St. Mary’s motto, Once a Pastonian, always  
a Pastonian, the purpose of this society is to fulfil the  
ethos of the school & build a community of old and new  
St. Mary’s girls who feel passionate and loyal to their 
school. By reuniting the girls through various events and 
programmes, we aim to build a big family network where all 
of us would be supportive of each other as a friend and help 
all of us grow into better individuals.

In a nutshell, our three main aims are:

• To introduce our brand new and much expanded alumni 
community which will cover not just Hong Kong but other 
Asian countries, including Thailand, Taiwan and China.

• To provide a calendar of social events that appeal to all 
sectors of the association.

• To liaise with Hong Kong agencies and introduce our 
mentorship programme for prospective students, to help 
our school grow.

Currently, we have secured country representatives for  
four other countries.

We also created a logo 
designated for our association 
with the courtesy of Constance 
Hui. The logo embodies oriental 
flavour interpreted through the 
use of patterns. The colours 
used are coherent to St. Mary’s 
theme colours. Constance also 
decided to keep the logo round, 
as this signifies unity.

This logo will be launched along with our new Instagram 
page, and subsequent to that, we will be managing APA’s 
social media accounts on Facebook and Instagram to actively 
market our community.

In terms of the annual gathering events, the luncheon will be 
one of our biggest event for each year. Apart from that, we will 
also organize other fun events. Some ideas we have in mind 
are friendly sport matches like bowling and badminton games, 
and hobby classes such as baking classes and photography 
masterclasses. Furthermore, we also hope to organize some 
educational events by inviting alumni and guest speakers to 
give insightful talks on CV and career related topics, as well as 
other motivational and inspiring topics.

As mentioned in our aims, we will be launching a buddy 
programme. Through this programme, we aim to:

•  Assist new students and their parents to free them from 
their worries about studying abroad and share how the 
living experience in the UK is like in general 

•  Share our boarding experience and school life to 
prospective students,

•  Share subject selection tips and university life for current 
St. Mary’s students who are about to enter university.

We will be liaising with local agencies in Hong Kong to get in 
touch with prospective students, to expose our school more 
and achieve better promotion, through actively attending 
agency recruitment events. By talking to parents, we aim 
to establish a friendly, approachable and warm image to 
encourage them to join our school.

In my new role as Head of Boarding and International Relations I was fortunate to visit Hong 
Kong during October half term 2017. Over two days, I attended the UK Girls’ Schools Expo 
Hong Kong organised by the Girls’ Schools Association, where I met prospective parents and 
pupils and shared my knowledge of St Mary’s, Cambridge and answered their questions.

This all started in 2016. As past head boarders, we truly believe our duty as Head Boarders 
expand further than the one-year term assignment during our school years.

Country Representative

Taiwan Zoe Feng

China Sabrina Qian 
Monica Zhou

Thailand Newie

South Korea Beth Bae
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What can I do on Pastonian Connect?
Directory: Find old friends, make new connections, 
professional or personal, and network with other Pastonians in 
similar or different fields.

Your profile: Make updates to your contact and employment 
information when they change, and share updates with  
the rest of the Pastonian network about projects you are 
currently involved in.

Knowledge sharing: Volunteer to be a mentor to other 
alumnae or search for alumnae who can help you with career 
advice and information.

Jobs and opportunities: Find and share job openings and 
other opportunities such as internships and work experience.

Events: Find out about Pastonian alumnae events occurring 
near you or in your sector of work.

Messaging: Receive and send messages to other alumnae 
through the platform by email or through LinkedIn or 
Facebook.

Special Interests: Follow or start a special interest page to 
bring together Pastonian alumnae who have a common goal 
or interest.

Is this just another social media channel?
No. Pastonian Connect does not replace our social media 
channels and in fact it pulls St Mary’s Facebook and Twitter 
feeds into our site. It is different from social media because it 
enables you to find, search and connect with other Pastonians 
quickly and easily.

What Alumnae are part of Pastonian Connect?
You will find the entire Pastonian alumnae community at your 
fingertips – all alumnae for whom we have an email address 
will be invited to join the site. If you know a Pastonian who is 
not active on Pastonian Connect please encourage her to join 
the site!

How Secure is Pastonian Connect?
The Platform is a closed network accessible only by 
individuals pre-approved by the alumnae officer, Emma 
Whittley, at St Mary’s School, Cambridge.

How can I access the platform?
For now, you can only access it on your desktop computer 
using pastonianconnect.com

Update on Pastonian Connect – 
with a full “How to Guide”
As a reminder Pastonian Connect is an online platform that brings the alumnae of St Mary’s 
School, Cambridge together on a single network for easy searching and connecting.  It allows 
alumnae to post jobs and internships and offer their support to the community if they are 
willing to help/mentor others.

Pastonian Connect was launched in September and currently has about 52 users.  Below are a 
few reminders of what it is for and how it can be so useful to so many Pastonians to be able to 
keep up to date and in touch. 

MBizo project
St Ignatius calls “the union of minds and hearts” and of 
what today we might call an instance of global solidarity…….

It was announced in the whole school assembly on Friday 
29 September that the school would be supporting the 
Congregation of Jesus (CJ) sisters in a future mission. Students 
and staff members were shown photos of an empty field in 
Mbizo, Kwekwe, and were asked to visualize the land as it is 
expected to look in the years ahead. The ambition for the bit  
of land is to build a Mary Ward secondary school. The school 
has a well-established relationship with the CJ community,  

 

having supported a number of projects across the world.    
St Mary’s School, Cambridge received warm Christmas 
greetings from Zimbabwe just before Christmas and also the 
exciting news that the building plans had been approved by 
both the City of Kwekwe and the Ministry of Education. This 
news was celebrated with a ground-breaking ceremony on  
27 January 2018 which rather nicely coincided with Mary 
Ward celebrations here in Cambridge.

School news 

News from the Circle of Friends 
Fundraising Quiz Night!
On the Friday 2 November, the Circle of Friends (formally the PTA) 
hosted a very lively quiz evening at the school.  There were over 
100 parents and staff who competed in 10 rounds of questions 
from General Knowledge to Sport; and from History and 
Geography to Film.  Ms Avery was delighted to announce that  
the winners were a table of Junior School teachers confirming 
that the youngest members of the school were clearly in very 
safe hands!  The event was very jolly and raised about £1,000.

 

Fun Run fundraising 2017
One of the most enjoyable events that the Circle of Friends 
supports is the annual fundraising Fun Run, which takes place 
on the last day of the Autumn half term. This year’s Fun Run 
theme – Toy Shop – was announced, and students and staff were 
encouraged to dress up as their favourite toys to run around 
Coe Fen. Everyone in the school was invited to participate in 
the annual charity fundraising event, which involves five laps of 
the Fen. The target was for every girl to gain a £1 donation from 
20 different family members or friends, to amount to a total of 
£11,000 to £12,000. The Circle provided water and much needed 
treats as the runners completed their fifth lap. 

Circle of Friends Christmas Fair: 
The Circle of Friends also hosted our annual Christmas Fair 
on Tuesday 5 December and the hall was filled with festive 
and decorative stalls. Junior School pupils arrived at 1.00pm 
followed by Senior School and Sixth Form students and 
parents at 2.30pm. There were beautiful gifts for sale including 
Christmas novelties and gifts for pets, clothes and handmade 
jewellery. It was lovely to see everyone enjoying the tombola 
and the ever-popular chocolate fountain. The girls enjoyed 
drawing the raffle at the end of the afternoon and Ms Avery 
enjoyed announcing the prize-winners including many staff 
recipients. Alice Thomson’s prints of the school were a favourite 
amongst many – and if you weren’t able to purchase one on 
the day please contact Emma Whittley in the Development 
Office if you wish to do so or follow the link to our online shop 
on https://www.jumblebee.co.uk/stmarysCOFShop
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Wednesday 9 May 2018 Practical Parenting Talk
An informal and relaxed yet informative talk from parenting guru Judy Reith on the 
secrets of raising happy daughters. All alumnae/parents are most welcome. This is 
a free event and will held in the LRC from 7:00 pm – 9:00pm. Please email Emma 
Whittley on ewhittley@stmaryscambridge.co.uk to let me know if you can attend.

Thursday 10 May 2018 Circle of Friends
Coffee and a chance to catch up with other parents and friends of the school  
at Waitrose, Trumpington Street branch at 9:30 – 11:30 am.

Thursday 17 May 2018 Pastonian Association Tea Party 2:30 – 4:30 pm
Please join Charlotte Avery in her parlour for afternoon tea and an update on 
the school. This is a free event – please email Emma Whittley on ewhittley@
stmaryscambridge.co.uk to let me know if you can attend. All alumnae are welcome.

Wednesday 23 May 2018 Circle of Friends – AGM
This will be held in the LRC at 7:00pm until 9:00pm. All current parents of the  
JS and SS are welcome and all alumnae are welcome too.

Date to be confirmed PASS society event:  We are planning on hosting a wine tasting event with Tuffon 
Hall Wine. Once agreed details will appear on the website and via alumnae email. 
Parents and alumnae are most welcome.

Alumnae are warmly invited to these events. For more information please contact 
Emma Whittley, Alumnae Officer, at ewhittley@stmaryscambridge.co.uk.

Please keep in touch and tell us what you are up to now by emailing ewhittley@stmaryscambridge.co.uk  
and by joining our dedicated Pastonian Facebook group - www.facebook.com/groups/239614822750910/  
to look for lost friends, share memories, help keep the younger members engaged, career mentoring and more!  
Just search for The Pastonian Association, St Mary’s School, Cambridge the next time you’re on Facebook.

Keeping in touch... 

In Memoriam
We remember in our thoughts and prayers those who have died and the family and friends who mourn them.

Celia Janet Bailey (nee Sykes) 1943 – 1952 died on 19 March 2018
Marita Majorie Miller (nee Malyon) 1945 – 1951 died in February (exact date unknown)

Dates for your diary

Congratulations
Susie (Maths teacher) and James Hutchinson are delighted  
to announce the birth of twins Sam and Ada Hutchinson on  
1 March 2018. (Sam is on the left in the and Ada on the right)
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