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DISCLAIMER

The School believes that this document is correct at the time of printing. It aims to 
describe the broad principles on which the School is currently run. However, the 
School reserves the right to alter anything described in this document without 
further notice. An A Level course will only be run if it is viable to do so. This 
document is not part of any agreement between parents and the School. Parents 
who wish to place particular reliance on anything contained in this document 
should seek specific written confirmation of that matter before entering into any 
contract with the School.
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LETTER FROM THE HEAD OF SIXTH FORM
October 2006

Dear Students

I hope that you and your parents will find this booklet both useful and informative as you come to 
make what is a very important decision about where and what to study in the Sixth Form.

It is only right and proper that you should be asking questions. What will your Sixth Form 
experience be? What opportunities will you have? What will you get out of your Sixth Form 
studies? Deciding where and what to study is something only you can decide, but we will give you 
all the help and advice we can as you come to your decision.

Much of what we do in the Sixth Form at St Mary’s is well known: our Sixth Form is 
academically successful; it offers wonderful individual support and it provides an extremely 
impressive programme of enrichment activities. Many of you will know about our highly 
successful Young Enterprise and Duke of Edinburgh schemes, for example. An extraordinarily 
high proportion of our Sixth Formers gain the Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award each year and our
Young Enterprise Company has won the Best Company Award, as well as a string of other 
awards, on several occasions. These are amazing achievements, especially when you consider that 
both schemes are open to all our Sixth Formers, not just a select few.

However, some of what we do may be less well known. In the Sixth Form you will have the 
opportunity to be trained by our very own world-class oarswoman, Mrs Brown, and compete in 
local and national regattas. You will have a wonderful Sixth Form Centre of your own, complete 
with common rooms and a state of the art study room. You will find that we are constantly 
developing new activities and events: our trips to Honduras and to Iceland for example. These are 
just some of the new and exciting experiences that make the Sixth Form quite different from what 
you might expect.

We also offer you wonderful academic opportunities. You will have the chance to study new 
subjects such as Economics, Business Studies, History of Art and Psychology. You will also 
receive an unrivalled amount of support as you prepare for university and the world of work. The 
overwhelming majority of our students win places at their first choice university and we send our 
students to the best universities as you can see further on in this handbook.

In the Sixth Form at St Mary’s we provide a framework and a support network at a time when you 
need it most, so that you can shape your own future. We offer strong pastoral care and individual 
attention to enable you to get whatever you want out of your time in the Sixth Form, so what you 
will find is that the Sixth Form will be radically different from anything you will have experienced 
so far in your school career. 

I feel incredibly privileged to work with the Sixth Form and very much hope that you will join us 
next year so that you too can experience what it is about the place that makes it so happy and so 
successful.

Yours sincerely

Roy Peachey
Head of Sixth Form
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UNIVERSITY DESTINATIONS

The following are the Higher Education Destinations of 2005 and 2006 Leavers:

Cecilia Allen Geography at Leeds University 2005
Gocke Atamert Neuroscience at Manchester University 2006
Sarah Barlow Philosophy at Leeds University 2006
Emily Bayman Agriculture at Reading University 2005
Shivani Bhalsod Psychology at Kingston University 2006
Rebecca Blackburn Ancient History at Reading University 2005
Mary Boyle German with English at Kings College London 2006
Lucy Brock Physiotherapy at Kings College London 2006
Emma Britton Psychology at Durham University 2005
Rosalind Brock Medicine at Oxford University 2005
Sarah Callaghan Business and Management Studies at Oxford Brookes 

University
2005

Tabitha Cassels Archaeology at Durham University 2006
Joyce Chan Biotechnology at Imperial College London 2006
Karen Chau Pharmacy at Bath University 2005
Kate Chapman Modern Languages at University of East Anglia 2006
Pear Chittasenee Art Foundation Course at St Martin’s 2006
Laura Corfield Nursing Studies at Nottingham University 2005
Aisling Crapnell Geography at Durham University 2006
Nicolina  Di Lauro History of Art at University of East Anglia 2005
Nicola Digges La Touche Business Studies with Psychology at Nottingham Trent 

University
2005

Ning Ding Accounting and Finance at Birmingham University 2006
Rachel Down Physiology and Psychology at Cardiff University 2006
Jessica Eggo Physics with Space Technology Leicester University 2006
Chinwe Greg-Egu Business Studies at Manchester University 2006
Alice Findlay Psychology & Philosophy at Aberdeen University 2005
Dawen Gao Law and Economics at Warwick University 2005
Kathryn Green Veterinary Science at Bristol University 2005
Ju-hee Han Art Foundation Course at Chelsea School of Art 2006
Leanne Hayes Chemistry with Forensic Analysis at Loughborough 

University
2006

Claire Hickling Chemistry at Oxford University 2005
Stephanie Howell Drama, Television and Film Studies at Manchester 

Metropolitan University
2006

Faye Huang Accounting and Finance at Bath University 2006
Jing Jiang Accounting and Finance at Durham University 2006
Elizabeth Jones Medieval and Church History at Lampeter University 2005
Anastasia Kuznetsova Business Administration and French at Aston University 2006
Anthea Kwok Architecture at Sheffield University 2006
Natalie Kirby History at Leeds University 2005
Clarice Lau Civil Engineering at Imperial College, London 2005
Jane Leung Law at Kings College London 2006
Wenwen Li Biochemistry at Edinburgh University 2005
Louise Martin Philosophy at Kent University 2005
Georgina McHale Theology and Religious Studies at Manchester University 2005
Mina Minozzi Art Foundation Course at Reading College 2006
Nicola Molony Anthropology/Sociology at Oxford Brookes University 2005
Katie Niven Geography with Film at Leeds University 2005
Sarah Norton Economics at Kent University 2005
Ellen Pak Global Business Administration in Hong Kong 2006
Charlotte Pindar French and Spanish at Bath University 2005
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Julia Reacher History at Leeds University 2005
Katie Reed Business Studies East London University 2006
Sarah Rolfe International Business Administration at Manchester

Metropolitan University
2006

Aliya Sakhapova Accounting for Management Aston University 2006
Lin Shao Biology at Cambridge University 2005
Janet Sin Psychology at York University 2006
Tiffany So Law at Warwick University 2005
Emma Stewart Classical Studies at Newcastle University 2005
Natalie Stops Classical Studies at Royal Holloway 2005
Ping Sun History and Philosophy at University College London 2005
Sidney Tanoto Astronomy and Physics at University College London 2006
Elizabeth Tuley Veterinary Science at Bristol University 2005
Lucy Twist Psychology at Manchester University 2005
Joanna Waddington Education Studies at St Andrews University 2005
Laura Whaley Theology at Durham University 2006
Sally White Medicine at Bristol University 2006
Harriet Woodward French and Management Studies at Aberdeen University 2006
Vivian Wong Speech and Hearing Science at University of Hong Kong 2005
Lara Yeung Psychology at Birmingham University 2005
Kelly Yuan Money, Banking and Finance at Birmingham University 2006
Tian-le Zhang Architecture at University College London 2005
Tracy Zhang Business Management at Birmingham University 2006
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WHAT PREVIOUS SIXTH FORMERS HAVE SAID

Elizabeth Judge was a student at St Mary's from 1988 to 1995.  She went on to study English at St 
Peter's College, Oxford and now works as a journalist at The Times.

“Entering the Sixth Form the last thought on many students’ minds is academia. As one nears 
fully-fledged adulthood, a busy social life, lots of friends and planning for university or jobs seems 
much more important and the thought of a more "normal" mixed environment is incredibly 
tempting.

When I was considering Sixth Form, like most other people I did the rounds but I decided to stay 
and here's why:

The quality of your A Levels will determine what university you go to, what course you can do 
and hence what job opportunities will present themselves to you. If you leave St Mary's, the risk is 
that fun will come first and, when the A Level results come through, things may suddenly look 
pretty bleak when you do not do quite as well as you might have.

There are also class sizes to consider.  If you are lucky enough to have parents willing to pay for a 
private education where classes are small and some are even given on a one-to-one basis then I 
really wouldn't turn it down.

There is no replacement for having a teacher who is interested in the subject and in you.  After 
many years at a school, teachers get to know your strong and weak points - many in my case!  
When you start your Sixth Form studies at St Mary’s, you by-pass the tedious process of 
acquainting yourself with new teachers who may take a while to understand you.

Those who argue that St Mary's does not prepare you for university are also wrong. Apart from the 
obvious fact of giving you a better chance to fulfill your potential, my experience of the Sixth 
Form was a relaxed, grown-up environment where you are encouraged to socialise, organise your 
time and work effectively and still go on theatre trips and take part in schemes like Young 
Enterprise and editing the School Magazine.

The school and teachers know that you are no longer children and need to be treated as such and 
that is exactly what they do. They trust you not to waste all your free periods chatting (though of 
course some might be filled in a less than academic way) and generally to get on with things. They 
also help you with crucial decisions, like filling in UCAS forms and writing CVs.

My advice then to those embarking on Sixth Form choices is to put to one side the cliches you will 
hear about why not to stay on at St Mary's and think of what it has to offer.” 

Name: Lizzie Tuley

What are you studying now?
I am studying Veterinary Science at Bristol University.

Which clubs have you joined at uni?
Freshers’ Fair is just an absolute heaven for people who like joining clubs and societies. Aware 
that I had a pretty heavy course-load ahead of me and slightly put off by the membership fees for a 
lot of the clubs that I was interested in, I restricted myself to the cross-country club. Next year I am 
hoping to join a choir though, now that I know what my workload is like, and I’ll also be living 
closer to all the action which will make participating much easier. 
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Which activities/trips did you take part in at St Mary's?
I was a member of both choirs (Cantore and Allegro) and went to Salzburg on tour with Cantore. I 
was also a member of Orchestra and Jazz Band and played at Disneyland with the latter. I went to 
Lourdes in both the Lower and Upper Sixth and thoroughly enjoyed it. I also went with the 
Biology department to Honduras which was a fantastic experience. Young Enterprise is another 
activity open to sixth formers that I would recommend, along with the Duke of Edinburgh’s 
Award (in which I completed my Gold expeditions). There are so many good activities available to 
the sixth formers and I’d encourage everyone to take part in as many things as they can.

How did St Mary's Sixth Form prepare you for university?
I found Sixth Form a good halfway point between school and university. I gained confidence and 
independence in the sixth form and it also altered the way I studied in preparation for the different 
methods of teaching that you discover at university. Being a member of the sixth form team also 
taught me some responsibility and, well, I must say it… how to deal with a bit of a crisis! St 
Mary’s also gave me a lot of help with the practical side of the transition to university – I had 
some excellent advice with regard to my university choice and my UCAS application, and of 
course the fantastic teaching that helped me to get the grades I needed to go to my chosen 
university. 

What did you most enjoy about the 6th Form at St Mary's?
I definitely loved the fact that it was fairly small and therefore very close knit. Everyone knows 
everyone else – either through lessons, friends of friends, or just socialising in the common room. 
All newcomers were made to feel very welcome and there was a definite cheerful, friendly 
atmosphere around the whole sixth form centre all the time which I think helped to keep everyone 
alive and kicking through the dreaded exam period.

Name: Claire Hickling

What are you studying now?
Chemistry at Oxford University.

Which clubs have you joined at uni?
Rowing, Netball, Lacrosse, Drama. I'm also a member of Oxford Union, but then again everyone 
is!

Which activities/trips did you take part in at St Mary's?
Rowing
Other sports clubs
Drama
Duke of Edinburgh award
Biology trip to Honduras in the U6

How did St Mary's Sixth Form prepare you for university?
I think the best thing the Sixth Form did for me was to teach me how to teach myself. I found I 
was academically behind my classmates for Maths and I had to catch up by spending more time on 
it at home. I also found it helped with my time management because all of a sudden I had free 
periods and I could fill them how I chose, but I still had to ensure that I did my work within the 
time constraint. I think that it helped me most this way because now I get one large piece of work 
to do a week and I have to organise my time to finish it on time and without having to do an 'all-
nighter', but I also have to have a social life and do other things.

What did you most enjoy about the 6th Form at St Mary's?
Its size and the fact that the classes were very small. There was almost individual attention from 
the teachers and I found that helped quite a lot when I found the work harder. I particularly 
realised the advantage of this when I was studying Maths. I chose to stay because I got on very 
well with the teachers who were teaching my subjects and I wanted to ease the transition into A 
Level. I enjoyed being able to go out and come back when I chose. I really enjoyed the freedom 
that a small sixth form allowed me.
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Name: Livia Lai

What are you studying now?
Biochemistry at Imperial College, London

Which clubs have you joined at uni?
Model United Nations… sounds geeky but it’s a bit more intellectual than other clubs in uni like 
the “curry” society I guess….

http://www.union.ic.ac.uk/scc/icmun/

Which activities/trips did you take part in at St Mary's?
Young Enterprise, Pottery, Rowing, Wine Tasting! And numerous amount of boarding activities 
like horse riding, candle making, Indian night, bowling, ice-skating, cinema trips, etc.

How did St Mary's Sixth Form prepare you for university?
I am most grateful to my science teachers when I was in St Mary’s, who initiated my interest in 
biochemistry, most of my classmates in sixth form went on to do a science/medicine degree… I 
believe interest in your subject is one of the key factors in university, an important thing to keep 
you going to early lectures! The sixth form meetings also gave us hints on what university is 
about, I particularly remember we had a section about financing in uni… I had no idea at that time 
but I am glad that I was told that we should be aware of money management in uni especially 
when you have to pay bills and rents….of course, my tutor and head of sixth form helped me a lot 
preparing for university applications, writing personal statements and preparing for interviews.

What did you most enjoy about the 6th Form at St Mary's?
I enjoyed the ‘Cake break’ during our Physics class and having tea and hot chocolate in Maths 
class most! Also doing some exciting ‘real’ experiments in chemistry which involves mixing of 
various chemicals (and we had no clue what would happen…) and in Physics we also did some 
rather exotic experiments with Dr Miller.

Name: Rebecca Blackburn

What are you studying now?
Archaeology and Ancient History at Reading University

Which clubs have you joined at uni?
I joined an orchestra and the aikido club.

Which activities/trips did you take part in at St Mary's? 
I was in the Sixth Form choir and was an ICT director in the Young Enterprise company ‘Zephyr’. 
I also helped with the design of the performance of  'As You Like It'.

How did St Mary's Sixth Form prepare you for university? 
I started some subjects that I'd never taken before with people who had. That meant there were 
some parts which they had already done at GCSE, and that I had never heard of. The same applied 
to University, where some people had been on excavations, and others had A-levels in 
archaeology, or Ancient Greek. Being put in the same situation as I was at the beginning of Sixth 
Form, starting from scratch while other people had a 'head start', was actually comforting, because 
I knew that even if they did seem to know more, in a few weeks that wouldn't matter. The lectures 
were not going to be a repetition of their A-levels, just as A-level isn't a repetition of GCSE.

The small class sizes at St Mary's were also useful in that they were similar to the seminars and 
tutorials that I have at uni. Smaller classes mean a greater chance of catching the attention of your 
teacher, so suddenly doing the preparation for the lesson seems a good idea. Getting into the habit 
of doing what you're meant to sticks, and comes in very
useful when in comes to deadlines.
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What did you most enjoy about the 6th Form at St Mary's? 
At St Mary's, there is always someone available to talk to, or to ask advice from, even if they are a 
little hard to find. But by the time you reach sixth form, you know all the hideouts, and can locate 
teachers effectively! The Sixth Form is large enough to have all sorts of interesting people, but 
small enough that you can get to know all of them. You suddenly have more responsibility and 
options available to have fun with, and somehow, even though the workload increased, so did our 
fun.
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THE SIXTH FORM CURRICULUM

Introduction

The Sixth Form is a time to specialise and to concentrate in depth on a few subjects that really 
interest you and that will help you choose your future career. At St Mary’s a wide range of courses 
is offered and most students study four subjects at AS Level in the Lower Sixth and continue with 
three to A2 Level in the Upper Sixth.

You will be expected to undertake a significant amount of independent study in preparation for 
university, and you will enjoy the support of your tutor and highly qualified subject staff.

What facilities are available in the Sixth Form Centre?

As a St Mary’s Sixth Former you will have exclusive use of your own Sixth Form Centre with 
three common rooms, your own locker for personal items, a study equipped with state of the art 
computers, a shower/locker room and classrooms, as well as use of all the facilities in the main 
school building.

How many AS/A2 subjects will I be able to study?

In the Lower Sixth you will study AS Level courses in 4 subjects, usually spending 3 double 
periods and one single period per week per subject. You will be advised to spend a similar amount 
of time studying each subject outside the classroom.  You will also be able to enjoy a wide-ranging 
programme of sport, enrichment and university preparation.

In the Upper Sixth you will continue your study of 3 or 4 subjects to A2 Level and again be able to 
participate in a programme of sport, enrichment and university preparation.  Usually 4 double 
periods per week are devoted to each A2 subject.

St Mary’s aims to provide the second year of courses offered in the Lower Sixth and continuity of 
teachers.

What extra-curricular activities are available?

You may well be surprised at the sheer range of extra-curricular activities available in our Sixth 
Form.  There is something for every interest and all our activities are available to everyone.  Our 
Young Enterprise and Duke of Edinburgh schemes are well known and incredibly successful, but 
we also can offer sport (including rowing coached by our very own world class oarswoman, Mrs 
Susan Brown), music, drama and a whole range of other activities.  Details of some of these 
activities can be found in the Enrichment pages of this book.

What sort of preparation will I be given for Higher Education and the world of work?

The Sixth Form tutors and Head of Sixth Form will give you an unusually generous amount of 
time when you begin to prepare for university.  Each week you will have a lesson dedicated to 
university and work preparation.  You will also be given a lot of individual help as you prepare 
your UCAS forms.  This degree of attention to detail will be of great use to you as you prepare for 
Higher Education. Each year we are also visited by speakers from the universities and various 
professions. Their talks are also a vital part of our preparation programme.

Qualifications

The minimum requirement for progression into the Sixth Form is seven GCSE passes (grade C or 
better) including Mathematics and English Language. It is also important to stress the desirability 
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of a grade A*-B in those subjects to be taken at AS/A Level.
Where do I go for further advice?

There are many people who are willing and able to give advice about subject combinations, course 
content and Sixth Form life. You could speak to your form tutors and subject teachers. You are 
also more than welcome to visit us in the Sixth Form at any time or email us.

Mr Peachey rpeachey@stmaryscambridge.co.uk
Mrs Triffitt jtriffitt@stmaryscambridge.co.uk
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SIXTH FORM ENRICHMENT PROGRAMME

You will have the chance to take part in a staggering range of activities in the Sixth Form. We are 
extremely proud of our Enrichment Programme which will help you bridge the gap between 
school and university or the world of work.

Duke Of Edinburgh Award Scheme

Described by the Good Schools Guide as “the best we have ever, and we mean ever, seen” the 
Gold Award scheme is one of the jewels in the Sixth Form crown. It is easy to take this 
opportunity for granted as it has been so successful for so long. Over 50% of the current Lower 
Sixth are working towards the Gold award, a percentage unrivalled elsewhere. 

The Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award is not only satisfying in its own right but it is also highly 
valued by universities and employers. By taking this award you will gain a huge number of skills 
as well as the occasional blister! If you want to take advantage a glorious opportunity to be part of 
a scheme with a proven track record then St Mary’s Sixth Form is the place for you. For further 
details of the scheme please see page 14.

Young Enterprise

50% of the Lower Sixth are also involved in our multi-award winning Young Enterprise group. It 
is highly unlikely that you will see anything like such a high proportion of students involved in the 
scheme elsewhere and we are very proud of the fact that at St Mary’s the Young Enterprise 
scheme is open to all.

This is another activity that is highly valued by universities and employers while also providing 
you with a whole range of valuable skills and experiences. For further details see pages 15-16.

Visiting Speakers

The Sixth Form at St Mary’s provides an excellent preparation for university and the world of 
work. One way in which we ensure that you are kept up to date with the latest developments is 
through our programme of visiting speakers. Speakers in the last two years alone have included:

�x Poppy Aldam, King’s College Cambridge and Addenbrooke’s
�x Dr Balsari-Palsule, St Francis Xavier College, Bombay
�x Kate Barsby & Jo Jamison, Project Trust 
�x Sandra Bearcroft, Solicitor at Mills & Reeve
�x Dr Paul Beaumont, Homerton College, Cambridge
�x Martin Bell, former BBC War Correspondent and Independent MP 
�x Calev Bender, The Embassy of Israel 
�x Dr John Bradley, Head of Research and Development at Addenbrooke's 
�x Orlando Figes, Professor of History, Birkbeck College, University of London
�x Arthur Gibson, Professor of Philosophy at Roehampton University
�x Richard Hanson, British Antarctic Survey 
�x Christopher Hogwood, founder and director of The Academy of Ancient Music
�x Umar Janjua & Anita Barnes, Cambridge Commonwealth Initiative 
�x Fr John Patrick Kenrick, Blackfriar's Cambridge
�x Dr Jenny Koenig , Director of Studies in Neuroscience and Pharmacology, St John's College, 

Cambridge
�x Andrew Lansley MP
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�x Rebecca Lloyd-Evans, Science communicator
�x Anne Lonsdale, Vice-chancellor of Cambridge University
�x Greg Millar, Design Director at the BBC
�x Mike Nicholson, Head of Undergraduate Recruitment & Admissions at University of Essex 
�x Professor Palsule, Senior Advisor to the UN
�x Susan Quilliam, Agony Aunt, writer and Broadcaster 
�x Fraser Rogers, Addenbrooke’s
�x Robert Sturdy MEP
�x Phil Talbot, Co-chair of UCAS Eastern Regional Group
�x Matthew Wordsworth, BSES Expeditions 
�x Margaret Wright, Green Party

Sixth Form Programme

You will have a double lesson each week to help you prepare for university. It is highly unusual to 
be given this amount of direct help when you think about your post-18 options. The topics you will 
look at include:

�x What graduates do with different degrees
�x How to choose a university
�x How to choose a degree
�x Careers
�x Personal statements
�x UCAS Extra and Clearing
�x The UCAS website
�x Other useful websites
�x How to fill in your UCAS form
�x GAP year opportunities 

Extra-curricular activities

We also organise, or take part in, a wide range of social, cultural and intellectual events including:

�x Editing the Magnolian
�x Trips to the theatre
�x Trips to the cinema
�x Tenpin bowling
�x Rugby
�x Table Tennis
�x Digital Film making
�x Debates
�x Public Speaking Competitions
�x Tutored winetasting
�x Visits to the Fitzwilliam Museum
�x Visits to Kettles Yard
�x Visits to the Cambridge University Observatory
�x Travel Bursaries are awarded each year to Lower Sixth Formers to enable them to travel in 

Europe during the summer.
�x School play or musical
�x Jazz Band
�x Orchestra
�x Choirs
�x Lourdes trip
�x East Anglia Children’s Hospices’ Christmas Party
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Sport

You will have a triple lesson each week. Sports on offer include:

�x Rowing
�x Yoga
�x Outlooks Gym
�x Rock Climbing
�x Archery
�x Tennis
�x Squash
�x Netball
�x Badminton
�x Basketball
�x Football

Philosophy, Ethics and Religion

You will have a double lesson each week. The course on offer have included:

�x Ethics
�x Hinduism, Buddhism and Sikhism
�x Jewish and Christian responses to the Holocaust
�x Medical Ethics
�x Justice and Peace in contemporary Christianity

PSHE and Citizenship

You have one lesson each week. Topics to be looked at include:

�x Studying at an advanced level 
�x Writing a CV 
�x Coping with stress
�x How to pay for your time at university
�x Money management skills
�x Essay writing 
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DUKE OF EDINBURGH AWARD SCHEME
Miss F Spore, Mrs S Brown, Mr R Atkinson

There is a thriving Duke of Edinburgh’s Award Scheme at school.  Opportunities exist for all girls 
to participate.  An amazing number of students seize this opportunity and gain a qualification 
which is valued by universities and employers alike.

Silver Award Most have completed Silver in Year 11.  However, those who have not may do 
it in the Lower Sixth.  See Mrs Brown for registration forms.

Gold Award Those who have already completed Silver start immediately on the Gold 
Award in Lower Sixth.  A practice expedition is followed at Easter by a final 
one a little later and it is the hardest but most rewarding aspect of the Gold 
award.  In the summer, students follow a skill, offer a service, participate in a 
physical activity and join a residential project.  Many go to Lourdes.  It is quite 
usual for students to complete Gold in the Sixth Form, occasionally by the end 
of the Lower Sixth.

See Miss Spore for the registration forms for the Gold Award.

The aims of the scheme are:

�ƒ to have fun
�ƒ to make new friends
�ƒ to help other people
�ƒ to learn self-reliance
�ƒ to get fit
�ƒ to learn new skills
�ƒ to learn to get on with other people
�ƒ to develop leadership qualities.

Do join us, you will enjoy it!
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YOUNG ENTERPRISE

The Young Enterprise mission: ‘To inspire and equip young people to learn and succeed through 
enterprise.’

St Mary’s Sixth Form students have a long tradition of success in Young Enterprise.  Our 
achievers have won a variety of awards from Best Company to Technology and Marketing.

The scheme gives the opportunity to do something truly different and develop skills of 
enterpreneurship.  Students form a real company under the auspices of Young Enterprise.  A board 
of directors is appointed under a Managing Director.  The company makes decisions about 
products, marketing, sales and operations as well as company organisation - finance, personnel and 
ICT.  Shares are sold, materials purchased, quality monitored and products are sold, taking every 
opportunity including a trade fair in the Grafton Centre in Cambridge.  The success of the 
company and its profits depends on YOU!  The scheme is also about competition.  We take part in 
the Cambridge Area heats from the Spring which involve submitting a company report and making 
a presentation.  Then there are the finals!

The Young Enterprise year starts for Lower Sixth in September.  All of you are welcome; varied 
subject backgrounds mean more ideas - just volunteer!  There are formal company meetings once a 
week which are also attended by our advisors from industry and link teachers.  The autumn term 
provides the main time for organising and selling.  In the spring, the company continues to develop 
and diversify and achievers take the examination.  The beginning of the summer term sees the 
heats and finals of the competition - all over before the AS Levels.

You need to be committed, motivated and keen.  We can guarantee that you will develop in all 
sorts of ways and be a true achiever.

The whole experience is superb preparation for the professional woman of the future.

Here are some comments from previous achievers:-

"As Managing Director of Belt-Up!  I learned many valuable skills: how to delegate, 
meet deadlines and motivate a group of people when there are a lot of other pressures.  
It was hard work but, given the opportunity, I would definitely do it again!"

Sarah Jackson

"I learned a lot about working in a team as well as business in general.  However, it 
wasn't all work and no play.  I made many new friends and we still get on well, even 
after stress caused by the competition!"

Helen Begbie

"I learned the value of attention to detail and the vital role of communication.  
Although the work was challenging, the experience was amazing and very 
worthwhile."

Katherine Blear
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ART & DESIGN
Head of Department: Mrs G Clifford
gclifford@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Course Specification: Edexcel AS(8030) & A2(9030)

What will I learn on this Advanced GCE course?

The main purpose of any course in art, craft and design is to develop your ability to appreciate the 
visual world and to respond in a personal and creative way.  The skills you will need to develop 
will be varied.  Among them, you will develop a working knowledge of materials, practices and 
technology in one or more of the disciplines within art.  You will develop the skills to interpret and 
convey your ideas and feelings using art, craft and design.  You will develop your imaginative and 
creative powers and your experimental, analytical and documenting skills.  You will also develop 
a specialist vocabulary and the knowledge and understanding of the place of art, craft and design 
in history and contemporary society.  The specific skills you acquire will be determined to some 
extent by the area of study you choose - for example graphics, illustration, painting or 3D.

The content of the course

The course is not an easy option and you should be prepared to work hard at developing your 
abilities.  You can take the AS on its own, or you can decide at the end of the AS course to 
continue and take the full Advanced GCE.  You will be expected to do at least four hours of 
homework per week.

At the beginning of Lower Sixth the AS course is mainly teacher directed and aims to broaden 
your art historical and contextual knowledge.  You will develop a personal response to a given 
starting point or theme, working through a series of ideas and outcomes towards one or more well 
considered conclusions.

In the Upper Sixth the course will require a combination of self-study and teacher directed study.  
There are also visits to local and national museums and galleries together with talks given by 
visiting artists and designers.

Scheme of Assessment

Unit 1 Art & Design coursework (60% of AS, 30% of A2)
Unit 2 Externally set assignment (40% of AS, 20% of A2)
Unit 3 Art & Design coursework (30% of A2)
Unit 4 Externally set assignment (20% of A2)

AS Unit 1 (6031) A2 Unit 3 (6033)
Unit 2 (6032) Unit 4 (6034)

The units of work will be presented in the form of an exhibition and will be internally and 
externally moderated.

What could I go on to at the end of the course?

There are many careers in art, craft and design.  Most of these require further study at an art school 
or university.  At present most students wishing to take art, craft or design further will do a one 
year 'Foundation' course at an art college before applying to do degree courses in more specialist 
areas of art and design.

You may wish to do an AS or Advanced GCSE in Art & Design for its own sake, perhaps to form 
the basis of a future interest or as part of a range of other subjects.  Or you may wish to go into a 
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job where it is useful to have had experience of art, craft or design, or where you will need to use 
some of the skills developed during the course.  For example, careers in such fields as advertising, 
marketing, design, architecture, publishing and the media.  The study of art and design can also 
help you to develop transferable skills which you can take into any career.  Success at this level of 
study requires determination and dedication.  However, whichever path you choose, it can be a 
very rewarding beginning.
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ART & DESIGN: TEXTILES
Head of Department: Mrs H Jackson
hjackson@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Course Specification: AQA 5204D/6204D

Art & Design : Textiles is a course of a practical nature, which offers the opportunity to study 
many of its wide-ranging aspects.  If you enjoy drawing, sketching, photography and making 
things, then you will find the course very enjoyable.

Topics covered include: colour, texture, pattern, hand and machine embroidery, printing, appliqué 
and quilting. There is no written paper, although you can opt to do a personal study at A2.  The 
work is very individual so you are able to follow your own chosen theme in each unit of study.

Content of AS

Unit 1 Research Research an artist or designer of your choice and study a theme such as 
'shells' or 'buildings'.  Your textile work will be based on contemporary ideas. (30% of 
the total AS; 15% of the total A Level)

Unit 2 - Choose a different artist or designer and another theme.  Produce your own textile 
work based on your chosen area of interest. (30% of the total AS; 15% of the total A 
Level)

Unit 3 - A controlled test based on one 'Art and Design: Textiles' question (4 weeks 
preparation and 5 hour test) (40% of the total AS; 20% of the total A Level)

Content of A2

Unit 4 - A unit of coursework is studied.  The choice of designer or theme will depend on your 
personal interest.  (15% of the total A Level)

Unit 5 - Personal study of an area of interest e.g. historical textile items or the work of a 
fashion designer (approximately 3000 words).(15% of the total A Level)

or

Unit 6 - A different coursework theme based on an area of personal interest in textiles with 
written support e.g. ‘texture’  or the ‘environment’ (approximately 1000 words) (15% 
of the total A Level)

Unit 7 - A controlled test based on one 'Art & Design: Textiles' question (4 weeks preparation 
and 15 hour test) (20% of the total A Level)

Course Requirements

It is recommended that you have studied Art & Design or Textiles Technology at GCSE level, and 
preferably both.  An interest in practical textiles is essential.

Subject Combination

Art & Design : Textiles can be combined with any other subject, as there are many career choices 
in the field of textiles.  If you are thinking of following a creative course in fashion/textiles, you 
need to consider whether you should choose Art & Design as well as Art & Design : Textiles. 
Other subjects which are suitable choices with Art & Design : Textiles are Business Studies, 
Economics, Languages, Geography and English.
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Career Opportunity

Art & Design : Textiles can be studied with other art subjects, which could lead to art foundation 
or degree courses in creative design.  These can lead to careers in marketing, fashion, fashion 
journalism, business and work abroad.  

Former Pupils

London College of Fashion

Nicola Bond - September 2000
Annie Tindall - September 2000 Textile Management
Caroline Ip - September 2004 Interior Design

UMIST (Manchester)

Carolyn Smith - September 2001 Textile Management with a modern language
Sarah Down - September 2003 Textile Management

Central St Martin's London

Joon Koh - September 2004 Art Foundation
Sophia Xiao - September 2005 Art Foundation
Pear Chittasenee - September 2006 Chelsea College of Art
Ju-hee Han - September 2006 Art Foundation

Trips/Visits

An interest in keeping up to date with the latest fashion trends and contemporary art/textiles 
whenever possible.  Visits in recent years have included:

�ƒ Archaeology and Ethnology Museum, Cambridge
�ƒ Fitzwilliam Museum
�ƒ Sedgwick Museum, Cambridge
�ƒ Department of Zoology, Cambridge, '62 Group Textiles' exhibition
�ƒ Victoria & Albert Museum: ‘Art Deco’ exhibition, 'East Meets West' exhibition
�ƒ Design and Textiles Museum: Zandra Rhodes Exhibition
�ƒ Byard Art, Cambridge: 'Silver Threads' exhibition
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BIOLOGY
Head of Department: Mrs K Ratcliffe
kratcliffe@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Course Specification: OCR 3881/7881

Biology is, by definition, the best introduction to the study of the Life Sciences. It encompasses an 
examination of biochemistry, genetics, the interdependence of living organisms, health and 
disease, as well as the moral, ethical, social and cultural implications of some of the applications of 
Biology and technology.

As a Biology student at St Mary's you are encouraged to:

�ƒ Recognise the value and responsible use of Biology in society
�ƒ Sustain and develop your enjoyment of, and interest in Biology
�ƒ Develop essential knowledge and understanding of the concepts of Biology, and the skills 

needed for the use of these in new and changing situations
�ƒ Develop skills in the presentation and communication of information.
�ƒ Develop an understanding of scientific method

Content of AS

This is a linear one-year course and it can be taken as a stand-alone qualification. It also accounts 
for 50% of the total Advanced GCE course. The course is based on the knowledge, understanding 
and process skills acquired in GCSE Biology. It is assessed under three units:

�ƒ Biology Foundation
�ƒ Human health and disease
�ƒ Transport/Experimental skills - coursework

Content of A2

This one-year course builds upon the knowledge and understanding of the AS course and together 
with that qualification leads to advanced GCE in Biology. It is again assessed under three units:

�ƒ Central Concepts.
�ƒ Growth, Development and Reproduction.
�ƒ Experimental Skills - coursework.

Practical work is assessed via coursework and counts for 20% of AS and A2 marks.

Course Requirements

AS and A2 courses are suitable for students who have achieved at least a grade B in GCSE 
Biology.

Subject Combinations

There are strong links between AS and A2 Biology specifications and those for Chemistry, 
Physics, Mathematics and Geography.  Biology can fit in with any subject combination.

Higher Education

Biology provides support for a wide range of degree courses including Medicine, Veterinary 
Surgery, Natural Sciences, Physiotherapy, Dentistry, Environmental Sciences, etc.
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BUSINESS STUDIES
Head of Department: Mrs P Nicholson
pnicholson@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Course Specification: AQA 5131/6131

This course will appeal to you if you:

�ƒ Have an interest in how a business operates
�ƒ Enjoy studying a subject that is relevant to your own life and experiences
�ƒ Would like to do a subject that offers opportunities for a career in business
�ƒ Would like to learn how to make business decisions and solve business problems
�ƒ Want to keep your options open. Business Studies can be a useful choice for a wide range of 

careers and can be combined with a wide range of subjects.

Content of AS

AS is short for Advanced Subsidiary. This is the first half of the A Level course. It consists of 
three separate modules:

Module 1: Marketing and Finance and 
Accounting

This unit enables you to study the strategies 
firms use to successfully market their products
and how they control their finances (money) 
effectively.

Module 2: People and Operations 
Management

In this unit you will understand why people are 
important to businesses and how firms strive to 
improve the quality and efficiency of 
production.

Module 3: External Influences and 
Objectives and Strategy

This unit looks at how businesses are organised 
and what influences a business in the way it 
operates.

Content of A2

This builds on the key concepts studied in the AS course and enables you to study links between 
all aspects of Business Studies in a synoptic manner. It consists of three further modules. The 
structure is similar to AS

Course requirements

You do not need to have studied Business Studies at GCSE Level. It is more important that you 
have a strong interest in the world of business.

Subject Combinations

Business Studies combines well with a range of social science, humanities and mathematics 
subjects to lead to university courses in areas such as business, economics, law and accountancy.

Higher Education

Students with AS or A Level Business Studies have a wide range of career and higher education 
opportunities, in particular within accountancy, marketing and human resources.
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CHEMISTRY
Head of Department: Mrs C Williams
cwilliams@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Course Specification: OCR 3882/7882

The Advanced Subsidiary and Advanced Chemistry qualifications aim to provide, through 
theoretical study and practical experimental chemistry, a worthwhile educational experience.  The 
course is designed for all students, whether or not they intend to continue their study of Chemistry 
beyond the Sixth Form.  Practical work is an integral and enjoyable part of the course at both AS 
and A2 Level.

As a Chemistry student at St Mary's you are encouraged to:

�ƒ become confident well informed citizens, able to take and develop an interest in scientific 
matters

�ƒ recognise the usefulness and limitations of scientific method 
�ƒ encourage efficient and safe practice 
�ƒ develop skills in the presentation and communication of information
�ƒ stimulate an interest and develop an awareness of the environment
�ƒ develop an awareness of the economic and social importance of Chemistry

Content of AS 

This is a one year course and can be taken as a stand-alone qualification.  It also accounts for 50% 
of the assessment of the total Advanced GCE course.  The course is based on the knowledge, 
understanding and process skills developed in GCSE Chemistry. 

AS Chemistry is assessed under three units, covering: 

�ƒ Foundation Chemistry - an introduction to Atoms, Molecules and Stoichiometry, Chemical 
Bonding and Structure and the Periodic Table 

�ƒ Chains and Rings - the Chemistry of Carbon and its compounds
�ƒ How far? How fast? - Enthalpy Changes, Reaction Rates, Chemical Equilibrium 

Content of A2 

This one year course builds on the knowledge and understanding of the Advanced Subsidiary 
course and together with the AS qualification leads to the Advanced GCE in Chemistry.  It is again 
assessed under three units, ie:

�ƒ Chains, Rings and Spectroscopy -  further topics on the Chemistry of Carbon
�ƒ Trends and Patterns together with an Option topic
�ƒ Unifying concepts

Practical work is assessed via a coursework component and counts for 20% of the AS and A2 
marks.

Course Requirements

AS and A2 Courses are suitable for students who have achieved at least a Grade B in Chemistry at 
GCSE.  

Subject Combinations 

Chemistry can fit in combination with any Sixth Form subject. 
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Higher Education

It is a necessary requirement for degree courses including Medicine, Veterinary Science, Forensic 
Science, Dentistry, Physiotherapy, Biological Sciences, Pharmacy and Environmental Science.  It 
can also provide a breadth of  study for application to eg. Law or business-related degrees.  Many 
university courses suggest Chemistry as a preferred entry qualification.
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CLASSICAL CIVILISATION

Course Specification: OCR 3816/7816

Classical Civilisation makes an ideal A level choice for all. You do not need a GCSE in Classical 
Civilisation, and as the subject is studied entirely in English, you do not need to know any Latin or 
Greek. This is an A level which is valued by universities, whatever your chosen career. In recent 
years, all St Mary’s students have achieved A or B grades. This is an A level for enjoyment and 
success!

Content of AS

You will study three contrasting topics and take one examination paper on each topic. Each paper 
lasts 1 hour 30 minutes and you are required to answer one context question and write one essay.

Topic 1: Greek Epic (Homer’s Iliad or Odyssey) 

Topic 2: Greek Tragedy 2 (three plays by Euripides) 

Topic 3: Greek Art and Architecture 1 (Vase painting; the architecture of temples and sanctuaries).

Content of A2

The topics are extended and studied in greater depth, and you will make comparisons between the 
new material and what you studied at AS.  The examinations follow the same pattern as at AS.

Topic 1: Greek and Roman Epic (Virgil’s Aeneid, the Roman ‘answer’ to Homer)

Topic 2: Greek Tragedy 3 (plays by Aeschylus and Sophocles)

Topic 3: Greek Art and Architecture 2 (Vase painting; sculpture)

Course Requirements

There is no requirement except an open and enquiring mind.

Subject Combinations

Classical Civilisation combines very well with everything!

There is some overlap with English, Theatre Studies, History of Art, Art and (to a lesser extent) 
Theology and History. As Classical Civilisation provides the foundations for the content of these 
subjects, it makes a most worthwhile combination with any one of them.

For Scientists: Classical Civilisation adds breadth to your range of subjects, demonstrating cultural 
awareness and an ability to communicate. Such breadth is particularly valued by universities these 
days.

Higher Education

Classical Civilisation is highly respected in support of an application to any degree course.
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DRAMA & THEATRE STUDIES
Head of Department: Mr R Peachey
rpeachey@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Course Specification: Edexcel 8113/9113

Many of you have studied Drama at GCSE and may be wondering how A Level Theatre Studies 
differs from what you are used to. There will be much with which you are familiar: you will, for 
example, do a great deal of acting. However, you will also study plays in a broader way, both by 
looking at the ways plays have been written, directed and performed and also by performing them 
yourselves. You will examine plays from different cultures and periods of history and will be 
encouraged to try a variety of approaches yourselves in order to develop your own skills. A Level 
Theatre Studies is great fun but it is also a subject which will challenge and provoke you. We hope 
you will join us.

Content of AS

Unit 1: Exploration of Drama and Theatre (15%)

The first unit forms an introduction to the detailed study of two plays from the point of view of 
performers, designers and directors. Recent plays have included 'The Crucible' by Arthur Miller 
and 'Metamorphosis' by Stephen Berkoff.  You will study the two plays by exploring them in 
practical workshops and by completing a set of ‘Exploration Notes’.

Unit 2: Text in Performance 1 (Code 6342) (20%)

Text in performance provides the challenge of undertaking a role within the production of a play. 
Most students act in the play but set design and lighting are among the other options.

Unit 3: Text in Context (Code 6343) 15%

In the final unit of your AS course you will demonstrate your understanding of the play studied 
and performed in Unit 2 and your understanding of a professional production you have seen. This 
unit is tested by means of a two hour written paper.

Content of A2

Unit 4: Devising (Code 6344) 20%

The A2 course starts with the exciting prospect of devising an original piece of drama for 
presentation to an audience. You have the freedom to pursue your own enthusiasms in this unit. 
You will be marked on your performance and also on your structured record of notes.

Unit 5: Text in Performance II (Code 6345) 15%

This unit focuses on the in-depth study of one further play studied from the point of view of a 
director, designer or performer. You will select an appropriate scene or montage of scenes to 
demonstrate your interpretation of the play and will perform this in front of an audience. This unit 
will be marked by a visiting examiner.

Unit 6: Text in Context II (Code: 6346) 15%

The final unit requires detailed study of two prescribed plays. In Section A, you will study a play 
from the point of view of a director and you will  develop and shape your ideas for a fully thought 
through production. In Section B you will study and research the production history of a play 
written and performed between 1575 and 1720. This unit is tested by means of a written paper.



- Page 27 -

Course Requirements

Most students will have studied GCSE Drama before beginning the course, but this is not 
absolutely necessary. We would expect you to have achieved a good grade at GCSE but will look 
sympathetically at each individual case.

Subject Combinations

Theatre Studies can be studied in combination with most other subjects. While there are obvious 
links with the Arts and Social Sciences, it is also increasingly the case that Theatre Studies is seen 
as a useful fourth subject at AS for scientists and others who wish to maintain a link with the arts.

Higher Education

Drama and Theatre Studies at A Level prepares you for either a vocational or an academic degree 
in Drama. Many of our students have gone on to study Drama in one form or another at university. 
However, Theatre Studies as part of an A Level portfolio can help prepare you for a whole range 
of options in Higher Education. What is more, the subject helps you develop social and 
communication skills which are highly valued in the workplace.

Other Activities

A huge range of extra-curricular activities are arranged for Sixth Form students. Last year we 
arranged many theatre trips, some of which were exclusively for the Sixth Form. We have visited 
the Theatre Museum and the National Theatre for workshops, a former RSC director has visited 
the school and there is always the opportunity for Sixth Formers to star in the school play!
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ECONOMICS
Head of Department: Mrs P Nicholson
pnicholson@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Course Specification: AQA 5141/6141

This course will appeal to you if you:

�ƒ Wish to pursue a career in an economics-related profession
�ƒ Enjoy studying a subject  that affects your own everyday life
�ƒ Want to keep your options open. Economics can be combined with a wide range of social 

science and humanities subjects.

Content of AS

AS is short for Advanced Subsidiary. This is the first half of the A Level course. It consists of 
three separate modules:

Module 1: Markets and Market Failure
Module 2: The National Economy
Module 3: Markets at Work, either The Housing Market, or The Environment, or The 

Economics of Sport and Leisure

Content of A2

This builds on the key concepts studied in the AS course. It contains a further three modules:

Module 4: Working as an Economist
Module 5: Business Economics and the Distribution of Income
Module 6: Government Policy, the National and International Economy

Course Requirements

You do not need to have studied Economics at GCSE Level. It is important that you have an 
interest in economic affairs and a desire to explore why and how the study of Economics 
contributes to an understanding of the modern world.

Subject Combinations

Economics combines well with a range of social science and humanities subjects to lead to 
University courses in areas such as law, business, accounting, politics and, of course Economics.

Higher Education

Students with AS or A Level Economics have access to a wide range of possible career and higher 
education opportunities. You will learn a variety of transferable skills including:

�ƒ Collecting and analysing economic information from different sources
�ƒ Development of written communication skills
�ƒ Development of problem-solving evaluation skills

These skills are in demand and are recognised as being of great value. 
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ENGLISH LITERATURE
Head of Department: Mrs H Garrett
garretth@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Course Specification: OCR 3828/7828

If you are interested in reading, in discussing ideas, in looking at how writers present their 
thoughts and imagination, then you will find English Literature rewarding and exciting. You will 
have the opportunity to study a range of authors, including Shakespeare and twentieth century, and 
to explore in detail how writers use language to convey ideas. The course develops your powers of 
analysis, your breadth of experience and your ability to write clearly-argued and fluent essays.  
Theatre productions of set texts help to bring them to life and this year we are planning a reading 
and walking weekend based in Haworth on the Yorkshire Moors, home of the Brontës.

Content of AS

There are two one-and-a-half hour papers and a coursework component.

Unit 2707: Shakespeare
You will study a Shakespeare play, through reading, discussion, consideration of different films 
and, if possible, theatre productions and through written assignments. Play-readings and 
workshops increase understanding.

Unit 2708: Poetry and Prose
Here you will study two texts: an anthology of poetry and a novel, one of which will have been 
written before 1900. Novels studied so far include Frankenstein, The Go-Between, Wuthering 
Heights and A Passage to India; poets include Donne and Chaucer.

Unit 2709: Coursework
Coursework offers us the opportunity to pursue any interesting text in any of the three genres 
(prose, drama, poetry) and in any period. Coursework at AS has included study of Stoppard's 
Arcadia, written in the 1990s, John Fowles' The French Lieutenant's Woman and Guterson's Snow 
Falling on Cedars. Individual exploration of an aspect of the text is encouraged and discussion 
draws parallels with other texts and broader issues while you also gain skill in analysing some 
passages in detail.

Content of A2

Again there are three sections, one of which is coursework. In selecting texts our aim is to give 
you a broad experience of English Literature, building on the foundations laid in AS, and also to 
prepare you for a specific area of study in the synoptic paper.

Unit 2710: Drama and Poetry involves you in close study of two texts - a play and the work of a 
poet.  Recently, students have studied Shakespeare's Hamlet or Measure for Measure and poetry 
by Hopkins and Milton.

Unit 2711: Coursework requires one or two essays on a post-1914 prose work. The texts studied so 
far at St Mary's include Toni Morrison's Beloved, a novel about black slavery and the power of the 
past; Riaan Malan's My Traitor's Heart, tracing the history of Malan's family and his own reaction 
to this and to the present day situation in South Africa; Ian McEwan's Atonement and Brian 
Keenan's An Evil Cradling- an account of his time as a hostage. Through coursework you 
develop an awareness of the social, cultural and literary context of a piece of literature as well as 
understanding of the text itself.

Unit 2713: Comparative and Contextual Study
This is the synoptic paper, drawing together the skills you have gained elsewhere in the course and 
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the knowledge you have about a particular period or aspect of literature. The two-hour exam is 
divided into a section where a passage or poem is presented for analysis and a section where you 
write an essay on two texts you have prepared.  Topics in recent years have included Modern 
American Drama; The Gothic Novel; The Victorian Novel; Writing of the Great War.

Course Requirements

Enthusiasm, interest and a delight in reading are essential qualities for the successful English 
Literature student. GCSE grade A*, A or B in English and in English Literature are desirable.

Subject Combinations

Any! English Literature is studied by students who have a largely arts-based selection of subjects, 
such as History, Classics or Theatre Studies; by students who are interested also in social sciences 
including Psychology; and by students whose subjects include Science and Maths. Other subjects 
feed into English Literature and help to shape the way that individuals respond to the texts they 
read.

Higher Education

English Literature A Level is highly regarded as a suitable preparation for a range of literature and 
language based courses including American Studies, Creative Writing, Irish and Scottish 
Literature, English and Drama as well as the traditional and exciting English Literature courses. 
Students have also gone on from taking English Literature at St Mary's to study other subjects 
including Medicine, Anthropology, History, Theology, Economics and Modern and Ancient 
Languages.

English Literature develops skills which are central to careers in law, journalism, the media, 
personnel and public relations, education and publishing. Among former St Mary's English 
Literature students there are some with careers in theatre management, journalism (two are 
currently with The Times), novel-writing, publishing and many more.
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FRENCH
Head of Department: Mrs J Munday
jmunday@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Bienvenue à toutes!

About 200 million people in the world are French-speaking, so why not you?

The course provides a sound yet stimulating study of French language, culture and literature.  You 
will be encouraged to read the leading French newspapers and magazines, and to discuss current 
events in France and other matters of topical interest.  Strong emphasis is placed on language work 
and conversation, and time is also given to establishing a sound knowledge of grammar.  You are 
encouraged to visit France during the holidays.  You will also receive conversational lessons with 
the 'Assistante' once a week.

The importance of the active use of the language means that you will be expected to contribute in 
French to class discussions, which may take the form of general conversation or the discussion of 
specific topics currently being studied, such as education, the media, arts and literature.

In literature you will study a selection of literary genres.  As you will be writing essays in the 
target language, you will need to have competent linguistic ability and a willingness to read 
widely.

What Will I Study?

You will cover a range of topics from food and drink, leisure, the world of work, the environment 
as well as the culture of France and other francophone countries.  You will acquire this knowledge 
by studying articles, watching videos and films, listening to recordings and visiting the cinema or 
the theatre.

Antibes Trip

A study trip is organised for Sixth Form students for 7 days in Antibes during the Easter holidays.

Students will be attending 16 lessons in the mornings and will be going on excursions during the 
afternoons.  Examples of visits are as follows:

visit to Cannes and of La Castre museum
full day excursion to Monaco
visit to Nice and Matisse museum
visit to Grasse and perfume factory

Content of AS

Unit 1 Listening and writing 1 hour 30%
Unit 2 Reading and writing 2 hours 40%
Unit 3 Prepared oral topic 10 - 12 minutes 30%

Content of A2

Unit 4 Oral discussion of issues 15 minutes 30%
Unit 5 Prescribed topics and texts 2 hours 30%
Unit 6 Listening and writing 45 minutes 10%

Reading and writing 45 minutes 10%
Writing in registers 1 hour 15 minutes 20%
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Course Requirements

The AS/A2 Level course is designed to continue from the GCSE course. A grade A at GCSE is 
advisable.

Subject Combinations

French can be combined with any other language, but also English, History, Latin or History of 
Art.

Higher Education

At university level, you can combine French with either another language you have already 
studied, or you can start a new one from scratch.  Alternatively, you can study a different subject 
like Law, Business Studies, Tourism, Politics, Psychology or Economics.

A wide range of careers is open to you: tourism industry, legal professions, public relations, 
business, international companies, education or journalism.
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GEOGRAPHY
Head of Department: Miss F Spore
fspore@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Course Specification: Edexcel 8214/9214

Are you interested in the world around you? Would you like to know about the extreme forces 
acting on our planet such as hurricanes and tornadoes, tectonic, river and coastal processes. Would 
you like to know more about cold environments and how people survive in them? What do you 
know about urban decision-making in this country and abroad? Do you have views on the 
development issues which are so frequently reported in the media? 

The AS course explores all these topics and more, building on your knowledge from GCSE and 
allowing you to extend your skills. You will learn to use a range of different resources such as CD 
ROMs, audio-visual, internet and library material; write logical and convincing answers, present 
and analyse numerical data; and improve your ability to communicate both as an individual and as 
a member of a team. 

Content of AS

Unit 1 (6461) Physical environments : You study tectonic, river and coastal processes 
and landforms along with the opportunities 
and challenges they present to people.

Unit 2 (6462) Human environments : You investigate population characteristics and 
movements, settlement patterns and the role of 
Government policies in shaping these.

Unit 3 (6463) (a) 6463/01
                     

: Applied geographical skills paper in which 
you describe fieldwork carried out during the 
course

(b) 6463/02 : Fieldwork on Blakeney Spit, Norfolk and 
locally in Cambridge.  Write about data 
collection methods, presentation and analysis 
of data and your conclusions. You will also 
have to answer some data response questions, 
analysing the graphs given to you.

Content of A2

Unit 4 (6464) Physical systems, processes 
and patterns

: Here you investigate the atmosphere, glacial 
and periglacial systems and ecosystems.

Unit 5 (6465) Human systems, processes 
and patterns

: This involves understanding economic 
systems, rural-urban interrelationships and 
development processes.

Unit 6 (6466) Synoptic paper : This draws together issues from all the units 
and looks at the way people manage physical 
and human environments for their own gains. 
The exam has two parts: a compulsory 
exercise involving the analysis of text, maps, 
data and other illustrations, and an essay 
question.
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Course Requirements

We suggest that you have at least grade B at GCSE to feel confident about tackling the AS course. 
Provided you are interested, enthusiastic, and willing to work hard you should find AS Geography 
both challenging and rewarding, indoors and out!

Subject Combinations

Geography is a popular course in the Sixth Form and combines well with virtually every other 
subject. It is usually in two option blocks to maximise the range of subjects you can combine with 
it.

Higher Education

Geography can be studied as a BA or BSc at most universities or combined with law, leisure 
management, environmental or European studies and politics.
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GERMAN
Head of Department: Mrs H Marmion
hmarmion@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Course Specification: Edexcel 8230/9230

Why Choose German?

�9 You enjoy German.  You like the variety of activities and the intellectual stimulation.
�9 You are successful in German.
�9 You want to travel/study/work abroad.
�9 You love the excitement of being part of another culture.
�9 You want a qualification which is valued by universities and employees.

Opportunities

�€ Trips and exchange visits
�€ Work experience in Germany
�€ Theatre and cinema visits
�€ Informal socials - the languages room in the SFC
�€ Independent learning in the virtual languages laboratory
�€ Use of a wide range of authentic materials found in German newspapers, magazines, plays, 

short stories as well as on television broadcasts
�€ Choice of topics to suit your interests
�€ Small group conversation sessions
�€ Varied activities including debate, role plays, group and individual presentations, text 

exploitation and translation
�€ Become a languages prefect

AS Level

Unit 1 Listening and writing 30%
Unit 2 Reading and writing 40%
Unit 3 Prepared oral topic 30%

A2 Level

Unit 4 Prepared oral discussion 30%
Unit 5 Topics and texts 30%
Unit 6 Listening, reading and writing in registers 40%

AS topic areas include:

�9 relationships
�9 family & youth concerns
�9 leisure
�9 the arts
�9 health
�9 tourism

A2 topic areas include:

�9 the environment
�9 the Third World
�9 the media
�9 equal rights
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Course Requirements

�€ GCSE B grade or above
�€ Interest and enthusiasm in all things 'German'
�€ A willingness to work hard, join in discussions and be open to ideas

German can complement almost any other course - arts, science or humanities.

Deutsch lernen - das ist einfach toll!
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HISTORY
Head of History: Mrs M Brown

mbrown@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Course Specification: AQA AS GCE 5041, A2 GCE 6041

The Course

The department teaches both Medieval History or Modern History at A level but only one will be 
offered.  The choice will depend on the overall view of girls opting to do History at St Mary's in 
the Sixth Form in September 2007.

Even if you only intend to study History for one year, we will welcome you as we feel that History 
can be of real benefit to those who plan ultimately to study science or languages, for example.  
Few people will argue with the suggestion that History equips those who study it with skills and 
insight that not many subjects can equal.  It also has the potential to be one of the most satisfying 
subjects to study, and historical knowledge will prove useful in any field of endeavour. Small 
classes mean that your view can be heard and that your work will be appraised thoroughly.

Structure of the Courses

The AS examination consists of 3 modules, comprised of two 1½ hour examinations and two 1000 
word prepared essays written up under timed conditions in the first two weeks of the summer term 
and marked externally.

The A2 examination consists of 3 modules, comprised of two 1½ hour examinations and a third 
coursework module which is completed by April of the second year and marked externally.

AS Medieval Option 
European/World History 1½ hour examination
Module 1 
A The Crusading Movement and the Latin East

British History 1½ hour examination
Module 2
A The Norman Conquest: Britain 1060-1087

European/World History
Module 3
A The Knights Templar and the Hospitallers essay of 1000 words
M Aspects of the Norman Conquest essay of 1000 words

A2 Modern Option
European/World History
Module 1 1½ hour examination
E Germany and Russia before the First World War (1870 - 1914)
British History
Module 2
Q Britain 1815 - 1841 1½ hour examination
European/World History
Module 3
L Inter-War America (1919 - 1929) essay of 1000 words
Q Government response to poverty in the 1930sessay of 1000 words

A2 Medieval Option
European/World History 1½ hour examination
Module 4
A Medieval Europe 1046 - 1223
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British History 1½ hour examination
M Authority, Reform and Rebellion: Britain 1087 - 1216
Module 6
Either a personal study chosen by the student and marked externally or a written paper set by AQA 
on Medieval Heresy or the Anarchy of King Stephen's reign.

Modern History Option
To be decided.

Course Requirements

You do not need to have done GCSE History to study AS or A2 History. You should obviously be 
interested in the subject and it is easier to succeed in it if you like or even enjoy reading and 
writing. 

Subject Combinations

To judge from past experience there is almost no subject with which History will not combine 
successfully; every year there are some who choose to combine History with Sciences because 
they cannot bear to give up History! However, History does combine naturally with a number of 
subjects including English Literature, Languages, Art History, Theology and Sociology, and will 
readily add a new dimension to all of them and give you a deeper understanding of the meaning of 
life.

Higher Education

History remains a subject that is highly regarded by universities and employers. A level History 
will be particularly useful for courses in Politics, Economics, English, Languages, Art History, 
Law, Archaeology, Philosophy, Sociology or Theology as well as History, of course.   History 
graduates can go on to a wide range of careers including law, journalism, management and the 
civil service. 

Extra-Curricular Activities

You will have the opportunity to visit Paris on a combined History and Art History trip that takes 
place every two years in the February half-term. Depending on the number of students showing an 
interest, we will consider other foreign trips. The department also arranges visits to the theatre to 
see interesting plays and to museums to see relevant exhibitions.
There are links with the local branch of the Historical Association which meets regularly during 
the year here at St Mary’s.
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HISTORY OF ART
Head of Department: Mrs N Rubinstein
rubinsteinn@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Course Specification: AQA 5060/6251

‘The History of Art course at AS level is very wide-ranging from the Art of Ancient Greece right 
through to the Impressionists and early 20th Century. For the A2 course, we concentrated on a 
detailed study of the Renaissance in Florence and Impressionist periods. We also had to complete 
a project on a subject of our choice. I chose to explore the role of the model, Victorine Meurent, 
who appears in many of Manet’s paintings. I found out a lot more than I thought I would and 
found it very rewarding. 

 The trip to Paris was unforgettable as we saw so many works of art that we had been studying. I 
think this subject is perfect for the student that loves art and wants to find out more about it. It can 
be very hard work but also very enjoyable.’

Tabitha Cassells (St Mary’s Sixth Form 2004-6)

What does the course offer?

�ƒ Why were the Impressionists considered shocking in their own time” Why is new art often 
shocking and difficult for the public? 

�ƒ We probably all agree that Michelangelo’s Sistine ceiling is a great work of art but, in our own 
time, why  have works such as a pickled shark and an unmade bed  been exhibited in art 
galleries as works of art?

Damien Hirst 'The Physical Impossibility of Death in the Mind of Someone Living’ 1991

�ƒ Why have dictators often taken a great interest in architecture?

�ƒ How do we assess whether a work of art is good or bad?  

These are some of the questions that we attempt to answer during the course of this two -part 
course (AS and A2).  The course has been designed to provide a stimulating introduction to the 
history of art, architecture and painting. History of Art relates to many cultural, political  ethical, 
and spiritual issues and enlarges your experience and enjoyment of life. 

Classroom teaching involves the use of slides, videos and the computer. There is usually the 
chance to take part in a study trip abroad, e.g. Paris, Berlin or possibly New York.

What skills do I need and what skills will I develop during the course?

�ƒ You do not need any prior knowledge of the subject but it is an essay-writing subject so that 
you will need to develop skills in researching from books and the internet and in writing in 
clear lively way.

�ƒ Emphasis is placed on developing your visual skills of observation and recording and analyzing 
your responses. You will be encouraged to prepare short presentations.

�ƒ You will be encouraged to experience works of art first-hand in museums and galleries.

What subjects does Art History combine with?

�ƒ History of Art is an ideal complement for Art but there are no rules, it complements all Arts 
subjects and makes an interesting contrast to a science subject.
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What future possibilities are there after taking this subject at A level and what have past 
students done?

�ƒ Studying Art History at AS/A level is a useful preparation for many Arts degree subjects as 
well as for studying the subject at University level. It is taught as a single degree or joint one.

�ƒ Career possibilities, following further training, include working as a curator in museums or art 
galleries, working in museum education, in auction houses or in art conservation. Past students 
are working in advertising, the fashion industry and in television.

What is the course structure?

The AS/A2 course is composed of 6 sequential modules of study:

AS Unit 1 'Ways of Seeing' is an introduction to the subject and questions are designed to test 
visual understanding and knowledge of art terminology. (One hour written 
examination; photo questions - 40% of AS, 20% of A2).

Unit 2 'The Birth and Rebirth of Western Art' is a general study of the main periods of the 
Western Tradition from Greek and Roman antiquity to the High Renaissance. 
(One hour written examination; 2 essay questions - 30% of AS, 15% of A2).

Unit 3 'Art of the Modern World' is an introduction to the main styles and movements in
art and architecture from Realism in the 19th Century to 1990. (One hour written 
examination;  2 essay questions, 30% of AS, 15% of A2).

A2 Unit 4 Project on a topic of your own choice (c. 3,000 words) marked internally and 
assessed externally.  (40% of A2).

Unit 5 Historical Study (1) In-depth study e.g. Art and Architecture of Early Renaissance
Florence 1400-1485.  (Two hours written exam, 30% of A2).

Unit 6 Historical study (2) In-depth study e.g. The Impressionist Period or Painting In 
Paris, 1900 -1914.  (Two hours written exam, 30% of A2).
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ITALIAN
Head of Department: Miss C Cooksey

cooksey@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Course Specification: Edexcel 8330/9330

Content of AS
AS A2

Unit 1 Listening & Writing 30% 15%

Unit 2 Reading & Writing 40% 20%

Unit 3 Prepared Oral Topic 30% 15%

Content of A2
AS A2

Unit 4 Oral Discussion of Issues 30% 15%

Unit 5 Prepared Topics & Texts 30% 15%

Unit 6 i) Listening & Writing 10% 5%
ii) Reading & Writing 10% 5%
iii) Writing in Registers 20% 10%

General Topic Areas

for AS: 1. Day to Day Matters: �ƒ food, diet, health
�ƒ transport, travel, tourism

2. Society: �ƒ relationships, family, the generations, youth 
concerns

�ƒ social issues, law, justice
�ƒ leisure and the arts

3. The Working World: �ƒ education, training and employment
�ƒ business and industry
�ƒ information technology

for A2: 4. The Environment & 
Citizenship:

�ƒ energy, pollution and the environment
�ƒ politics and citizenship
�ƒ campaigning organisations and charities

5. The International Context: �ƒ customs, traditions, beliefs, religions
�ƒ the European Union
�ƒ World-wide problems
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LATIN

Course Specification: OCR Latin 3818/7818

An AS or A level in Latin can take you far! Proof of your ability to reason and analyse, it is highly 
valued by universities, especially in oversubscribed courses such as Law and Medicine. Most 
importantly, it is extremely rewarding to study. Those with a Latin GCSE at grade B or above have 
nothing to fear from the AS course, which is not much harder than the GCSE.

Content of AS

There are three examination papers and no coursework.

Unprepared translation: a passage of Latin prose to translate into English. There is a set vocabulary 
list so that candidates can know in advance all the vocabulary that will be required.

Literature 1: comprehensions on the two set texts (one prose, one verse).

Literature 2: translation of a short passage from the prepared set texts and one essay.

Content of A2

Literature 3: comprehension and essay questions (but no translation) on the one or two set texts.

Unprepared translation: one piece of prose and one piece of verse are set. 

Comprehension: Questions on an unprepared passage of Latin prose, testing comprehension and 
understanding of the structure of the language. There is the option of preparing for prose 
composition (translating form English into Latin) instead, if candidates prefer.

Course Requirements

GCSE Latin, preferably at Grade B or above (or similar standard to GCSE).

Subject Combinations

Latin combines well with all subjects. It is particularly helpful as a complement to Modern 
Languages or to English.

Higher Education

Latin is a sound preparation for a wide variety of academic courses including, of course, Classics!

Classical Greek takes a parallel format to the Latin AS and A level, and carries similar advantages.
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MATHEMATICS
Head of Department: Mrs E Hall
ehall@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Course Specification: Edexcel 

What does it involve?
�ƒ a new way of thinking
�ƒ stimulating, interesting, challenging problems
�ƒ flexibility to progress to a variety of levels
�ƒ supports material used in many other A Level and degree level courses

What will I be expected to do?
�ƒ solve problems
�ƒ construct logical arguments and rigorous proofs
�ƒ use mathematical models to solve real-life problems
�ƒ select appropriate techniques for solving problems set in unfamiliar contexts
�ƒ use calculators and other technical aids efficiently and know their limitations
�ƒ meet deadlines regularly at short notice

What will I learn?
�ƒ Core Mathematics: the foundation of all other branches of Mathematics
�ƒ Mechanics: the use of mathematical models to solve physical problems
�ƒ Statistics: the analysis of data in order to make predictions about real-life events

Which modules will I take?
The requirements are as follows.

Title Compulsory Units Additional Units
AS Mathematics C1, C2 S1
A Level Mathematics C1,C2,C3,C4 M1 and S1
AS Further Mathematics FP1 either FP2 and M2 or S2 or D1

or 2 additional Application units from 
M2/S2/D1

A Level Further 
Mathematics

FP1 FP2, FP3, M2, S2, D1

Note: 1) There is no coursework in any module
2) Each unit will have a 1 hour 30 minute written examination
3) C1 is a non-calculator paper

Students taking both Mathematics and Further Mathematics will take C1, C2, C3, C4, M1 and S1 
in their Lower Sixth year.  We will then discuss with them their best course of action for their 
Upper Sixth year.

Core Mathematics

Advanced Algebra Exponential and Logarithmic Functions
Calculus Extended Trigonometry and Hyperbolic Functions
Co-ordinate Geometry Sequences and Series, Vectors

Many of the ideas you will meet in Pure Mathematics are interesting in their own right, but they 
serve also as an important foundation of all other branches of Mathematics. 
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Mechanics

Collisions Kinematics Momentum Forces
Dynamics Moments Vectors

In Mechanics, you will describe mathematically the motion of objects, from cars in the street to 
satellites revolving around a planet. You will analyse their response to forces acting upon them. 
You will use Mathematical Modelling to turn a complicated physical problem into a simpler one 
that can be analysed and solved using Mathematical methods.

Statistics

Binomial Distribution Correlation and Regression Hypothesis Testing
Confidence Intervals Data Display and Summary Normal Distribution
Continuous Random Variables Discrete Random Variables Probability

In Statistics, you will analyse and summarise numerical data in order to make conclusions and 
predictions. For instance: how likely is it that a comet will hit the world in the next few years? 
What is a fair cost for life insurance?

Course Requirements

�ƒ grade A or above in GCSE Maths at Higher Tier

Subject Combinations

Since Mathematics is at the heart of all academic disciplines, both scientific and artistic, it forms 
the perfect complement to almost any other course. 

Higher Education

A Level Mathematics opens the door to just about anything! It would be required for / useful in 
any of the following and many more:

Accountancy Computing Geography Sciences (all)
Actuary Cybernetics Information Technology Sports Science
Architecture Economics Law Statistics
Biomechanics Engineering Medicine Teaching
Business Environmental Studies Psychology
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MUSIC
Head of Department: Mrs S Gears
sgears@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Course Specification: Edexcel 8501/9501

The Edexcel AS Music course seeks to build on the skills developed at GCSE Music, focusing on 
Performing, Composing,  Listening and Historical Analysis.

Content of AS

Performing:-

Section A - A Solo Recital - 15% of the AS Course

Prepare a solo recital (on any instrument/voice) lasting between 5 and 6 minutes. At least two
pieces should be performed to demonstrate technical and expressive control  and understanding in 
a range of representative repertoire for the chosen instrument (or voice). This is recorded and 
externally examined.

Section B - Performance During The Course - 15% of the AS Course

Four performances recorded and assessed throughout the AS year. There must be at least one solo 
and one ensemble performance and one composition must be a performance of an acoustic 
composition composed by the student!  This is internally examined and externally moderated. 

Composing:-

Section A - 15% of the AS Course

The in-depth study of two compositional techniques from a selection of the following:

�ƒ Textures -Baroque counterpoint or minimalism
�ƒ Chords and cadences -Bach chorales or 32-bar pop song

Two tasks are submitted following a three week long exam.  This is externally examined.

Section B - 15% of the AS Course

Students will study one topic from the following list and then compose a piece lasting at least 3 
minutes in the style of your chosen topic.
Variations; Romantic Miniatures; Neo-classicism; Post-modernism; Popular Song; Club Dance 
and Hip-hop; Fusions; Film and Television; Music Theatre
A score and recording must be submitted.  This is externally examined.

History of Music:-

Listening Exam - 15% of the AS Course

This takes the format of a 45 minute listening exam. Questions will relate to a wide repertoire of 
music from Renaissance to the present day, including comparison questions and tests of general 
aural perception.  This is externally examined.

Historical Analysis - 25% of the AS Course

This is a two hour written exam based on two Areas of Study:
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Sacred Vocal Music
Popular Music and Jazz
This is externally examined.

Content of A2

The A2 Music course follows a similar outline, but it allows the student to specialise in either 
Performing OR Composing.

Course Requirements

The student will have gained a Grade A or Grade B in GCSE Music, though it is not necessarily 
essential to have taken GCSE Music in order to follow the AS and A2 Music course. The student 
will be performing regularly and for the Performance element of the course the student needs to be 
at Grade 5 standard for AS and Grade 6 for A2. The student will be expected to take part regularly 
in Musical Ensembles within/and outside school and these will contribute towards your 
Performing During The Course coursework.

Subject Combinations

Music will fit with any combination of subjects! If you are thinking of a career in the Arts, then 
Music will be a strong link!

If you are thinking of a career involving therapy and caring for others, combine Music with two 
sciences and go into Music Therapy!

Higher Education

There has been an explosion in the variety of Music Degree courses in recent years, with courses 
ranging from those specialising in Popular Music and Jazz, to the more traditional courses to those 
with a focus on Music Technology. There is a Music degree course out there for YOU!

Extra-Curricular Activities

Whether you are following the AS/A2 Music course or not, we hope you will take the opportunity 
to be involved with some of our extra-curricular ensembles. These range from Orchestra, Concert 
Band, Choirs to the Mary’s Big Band! Come along and make music!
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PHYSICS
Head of Department: Mrs W Galloway
gallowayw@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Course Specification: Edexcel 8540/9540

Physics can give a deep insight into the working of our universe. It is a challenging subject but it 
never fails to impress those who have not studied it in any depth. The Advanced Subsidiary and 
Advanced Physics courses build upon the knowledge, understanding and process skills that you 
will have developed in GCSE Physics. You will learn theory and develop practical skills 
throughout the course. The courses are designed for all students, whether or not you intend to 
study Physics beyond the Sixth Form.

As a Physics student at St Mary's you are encouraged to:

�ƒ Develop your enjoyment of, and interest in, physics.
�ƒ Develop essential knowledge and understanding in physics.
�ƒ Understand the link between theory and experiment.
�ƒ Appreciate historical aspects and understand the use of physics in present day society.
�ƒ Understand how mathematical expressions relate to physics principles.
�ƒ Study how scientific models develop.

Content of AS

This is a one-year course and it can be taken as a stand-alone qualification. It also accounts for 
50% of the total Advanced GCE course. It is assessed under three units: 

�ƒ Mechanics and radioactivity
�ƒ Electricity and thermal physics
�ƒ Topic & practical test - you will study one of a choice of topics, usually medical Physics. You 

will also take a practical examination.

Content of A2

This one-year course builds upon the knowledge and understanding of the AS course and together 
with that qualification leads to Advanced GCE in Physics. It is again assessed under three units:

�ƒ Waves and our Universe.
�ƒ Fields and forces & practical test - one written paper and another practical examination form 

this unit.
�ƒ Synoptic unit - this unit draws together knowledge, understanding and skills from throughout 

the AS and A2 courses. It also looks at analogies between different areas of physics and studies 
more modern physics.

Course Requirements

AS and A2 courses are suitable for students who have achieved at least a grade B in GCSE Physics 
and a grade B in GCSE Mathematics.

Subject Combinations

Physics can fit in with any subject combination but is particularly suited for studying with 
mathematics, other sciences or geography.
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Higher Education

Physics provides support for a wide range of degree courses. It is particularly recommended for 
courses in all types of engineering, medicine, physiotherapy, medical physics, astrophysics, 
geophysics etc.
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PSYCHOLOGY
Head of Department: Mrs M Dixon

dixon@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Course Specification: AQA 5181/6181

Studying Psychology will appeal to you if you enjoy exploring issues dealing with how and why 
people behave in certain ways: psychology helps you to understand human behaviour. During your 
course you will explore different areas of psychology ranging from internal processes (cognitive 
psychology) to individual differences (typical and atypical behaviour). You will also design and 
carry out your own psychological investigations and be aware of the ethical issues in psychology, 
particularly in the field of research.

You will develop skills of interpretation and evaluation of material together with critical skills of 
analysis.

Content of AS

The AS consists of 3 written exams, one for each module studied:

Module 1: Cognitive Psychology (memory) and Developmental Psychology
(attachments in development)

Module 2: Physiological Psychology (stress) and Individual Differences
(definitions and models of abnormality)

Module 3: Social Psychology (social influence) and Research Methods

Content of A2

The A2 consists of 2 written exams and the submission of one psychological report.

Module 4: You will choose 3 of the following areas of psychology for this module:
Social Psychology (eg. social cognition; relationships)
Physiological Psychology (eg. biological rhythms, sleep and dreaming); 
Cognitive Psychology (eg. language development, attention and pattern 
recognition)
Developmental Psychology (eg. cognitive development; social and personality 
development)
Comparative Psychology (eg. evolutionary explanations of human behaviour)

Module 5: Module 5 considers Individual Differences (classification and diagnosis of 
psychological abnormality; psychopathology and treating mental disorders)
and Perspective in Psychology (issues, debates and approaches in psychology)

Module 6: Module 6 requires the submission of coursework (one psychological report).

Course Requirements

You do not need to have previously studied Psychology although a good command of English and 
confidence in Mathematics are necessary.

Subject Combinations

Psychology is suitable for combining with both arts and science subjects.
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SPANISH
Head of Department: Miss N Lees
nlees@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Course Specification: Edexcel 6811/6814

The AS and A Level courses not only offer you the opportunity to study Spanish as a language, 
but to explore it in a cultural context as well. Spanish is the native language of around 350,000,000 
people in over twenty countries, making it the second most spoken language in the world after 
English. It is therefore seen by students who choose it as a useful and relevant language, especially 
in the international business community. The cultural heritage that Spanish carries with it is rich 
and diverse, and during the A Level course students will be able to explore the Hispanic world's 
literature, film, music and dance.

Because you will study literary texts, write discursive and creative essays, present your own 
arguments in oral presentations and study grammar to a high level, choosing Spanish at A Level 
enables you to develop a wide range of skills that would be relevant in the study of any subject at 
university level.

Content of AS

This contains three compulsory units:

Listening and Writing

This unit develops two skills alongside each other as you listen to authentic recorded material and 
answer questions in both English and Spanish. The sources of the recorded material will be 
contemporary, such as news items, telephone messages, announcements, advertisements, 
interviews and current affairs broadcasts. You will have individual control of the recording: you 
may stop, rewind, and replay the recording at will and note down your answers at any point.

Reading and Writing

In this unit you will be required to show knowledge and understanding of contemporary Spanish 
society and the cultural heritage of the Hispanic world. You will be required to read authentic 
target-language material and to respond to a range of mainly target-language test types. You will 
also be required to write 140-160 words in Spanish in the form of a letter, article or report based 
on a short Spanish stimulus.

Prepared Oral Topic

This unit calls upon your knowledge of the Spanish-speaking world as you prepare a factual 
presentation on an aspect of Hispanic life or culture.  In the exam you must present your topic to 
the examiner and a spontaneous discussion then ensues.

Content of A2

Oral Discussion of Issues

This unit draws on your oral skills as you demonstrate a definite stance on a chosen issue and use 
the language of debate and argument to discuss the issue with the examiner. You outline the issue 
for about one minute and will then have to justify your opinions for up to four minutes. A 
spontaneous discussion will then follow. You are assessed for quality of language, justification 
and debate and response to examiner's questions.
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Topics and Texts

Two topics or texts are chosen and you are required to write at least 250 words on each one in the 
examination in the target language. The topics and texts may be chosen by the teacher from the 
following list: The working world in Spain, Spanish Politics from 1975 - 1996, Contemporary 
Spanish Society, Contemporary Latin American Society, The Cinema of Carlos Saura, The Novels 
of Gabriel Garcia Márquez and the Theatre of Lorca. 

Listening And Responding / Reading And Responding, Writing In Registers

This unit develops and draws upon the language studied at AS Level to perfect your spoken and 
written Spanish and to hone the receptive skills of reading and listening. You work with authentic 
materials and are required to give your answers in Spanish. The writing in registers section of this 
module develops different writing styles and you will work on discursive and creative styles.

Course Requirements

A grade B or above at Spanish GCSE is essential.

Subject Combinations

As well as supporting other Modern Languages, Spanish can complement the study of other 
Humanities subjects, particularly History, Politics or English Literature and Language.

Higher Education

Spanish may be studied with other Modern Languages in a combined honours degree or with 
another language started from scratch, such as Portuguese, Arabic or Italian. It may also be 
combined with a wide range of subjects, for example: History, Drama, Engineering or Law.
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THEOLOGY
Head of Department: Mr D Bennett
bennettd@stmaryscambridge.co.uk

Course Specification: OCR 3877/7877

“An Englishman thinks he is moral only when he is uncomfortable.”
                                                        (George Bernard Shaw)

How can we know what is right? Why do people think what Jesus taught was important? Why do 
people have such different views about sex and love? Can it ever be right to clone human beings 
from embryos? Can whatever happens in war be justified by the cause?

If you enjoy talking about things like that, then Theology may be the subject for you. If you study 
Theology, you will be continuing discussions about the mysteries of life and ways of living, which 
have been going on in society since the dawn of mankind. Theology and Philosophy were the very 
first subjects to be studied at university.

One of our past students, who went on to read Theology at Birmingham, said to an enquirer about 
the subject, "Theology, surprisingly, is a broad subject. It teaches you to be very analytical and 
develops your evaluation skills which apply in ever so many areas, like other subjects, your 
Saturday job and conversations in the pub!"

If you choose to study Theology, you will be developing a broad range of skills, since the subject 
incorporates some Philosophy, literary study, History and study of sources as well as distinctive 
theological skills.

Content of AS

This involves the study of :

�ƒ Ethical Theory (Moral Philosophy)
�ƒ Theory applied to Medical Ethics
�ƒ Abortion, Euthanasia, Genetic Engineering, Embryo Research.
�ƒ The Passion Narrative (no text learning)
�ƒ Jewish and pagan ideas used in the storytelling,
�ƒ Who was responsible for Jesus death? Why did he die?

Content of A2

The subject content builds on the first year of study.

Ethical Theology applied to Sex and Relationships, the Environment, War, Justice.

Philosophical approaches to Freewill and Determination, Conscience.

Jesus as Teacher and Healer compared to contemporary Rabbis, Jewish and Pagan healers and 
magicians.

The connections between Jesus' teaching and Ethical Theory.

Course Requirements

Candidates are normally expected to have achieved at least a grade B at GCSE.
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Subject Requirements

Theology is a good support to other arts subjects and a useful broadening subject if you are 
studying sciences. It is a particularly useful supporting subject to any discipline or future career 
which involves assessment, analysis or argument. You will be expected to discuss your ideas, do 
some reading and write structured essays.


